
Tuesday 12 May 2026

Tēnā koutou katoa,
It’s wonderful to see the children working so hard and bringing such fabulous energy to 
our kura as we move further into the term. There is a lot happening behind the scenes, and 
we encourage you to read through the updates below regarding staffing changes and the 
conclusion of sKids on our school site.

We have a Special Catholic Character review coming up soon, where an external team 
appointed by the Diocese will visit us to see how we are providing for the unique spiritual 
life of our school. As part of this process, the review team would value feedback from our 
community. We ask that you please take a minute to share your thoughts by completing this 
short survey.

We also want to extend a huge thank you to the PTA for their recent efforts, especially the 
Mother’s Day hamper giveaway.

Reflecting on Mother’s Day, we hope all the mothers, grandmothers, and amazing wāhine in 
our community felt truly cherished. We look to Mary as our model for these incredible women; 
like her, they offer a “yes” to the daily call of nurturing, guiding, and loving our tamariki with 
grace and strength. Just as Mary provided a foundation of faith and devotion for Jesus, the 
influential women in our lives provide that same steady heart and selfless spirit for our children 
today. Thank you for all that you do.

Ngā mihi nui, God bless.

Whaea Lindsey 
Tumuaki

Staffing Updates

As we move into this new season, we have several bittersweet farewells and some very 
exciting welcomes to share with our school community.

Fond Farewells

It is with a mixture of sadness and immense gratitude that we announce the departure of Aurea 
Casino. Aurea has been a cornerstone of the Ss Peter and Paul whānau for an incredible 29 
years. Her dedication to our students and her commitment to our school’s mission over nearly 
three decades is truly inspiring. She is moving on to start a brand new adventure overseas, 
and she goes with our deepest thanks, our prayers, and our very best wishes for this next 
chapter.

We also say goodbye to Janine O’Styke, who has won a new position at Sacred Heart Cathedral 
School. We thank Janine for her contributions to our school over six wonderful years and wish 
her every success in her new role.

New Faces & Warm Welcomes

We are thrilled to grow our team with several talented individuals joining our teaching spaces:

•	 In Nikau: We are excited to welcome Cailie Evans to the team, and we are delighted to see 
the return of a familiar face, Julie Coyne.

•	 In Rātā: A warm welcome to Leyton Walker, who joined the team earlier this year and will 
now stay with us in a permanent teaching role.

•	 New Entrant Roll Growth: To support our growing number of new learners, Natalie Thomson 
joins us for the remainder of 2026.

•	 Learning Support: We also welcome Natalie Flanagan, who joins our dedicated team of 
Teacher Aides.

Please join us in wishing those moving on the very best, and in giving our newest staff members 
a warm Ss Peter and Paul welcome!
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Mathematics - All Things Fractions!

In Rātā this term we are learning about fractions. Students have been working hard on converting 
mixed numerals into improper fractions and practising addition and subtraction using this process. 

In the coming weeks, we will be covering multiplication and division with fractions as well as converting 
between decimals, percentages and fractional numbers.

Sir David Attenborough

The children in Room 14 have been learning about and honouring the remarkable life of Sir David 
Attenborough, who reached the age of 100 on 8th May. 

Anzac Walk

To commemorate Anzac Day, the students of Kōwhai rōpū and Pōhutukawa remembered our fallen soldiers 
and everyone who protected our country, by walking to the Anzac Memorial on Tuesday, 28th of April.  

The teachers and students said prayers and sang a song to honour the ANZACs. Each Kōwhai class also 
laid handmade poppies and wreaths along with the many others that were already there. 

Wednesday 20 May

BOT meeting, 6.30pm

Monday 1 June 
School closed - King’s Birthday

Thursday 2 July 
Matariki celebrations

Friday 3 July 
Last day of Term 2

Monday 20 July 
First day of Term 3

Events

Emalyn Jiang 
Director of Religious Studies

Sixth Week of Easter
Jesus continued, “This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. The godless world can’t take him in because it doesn’t have eyes to 
see him, doesn’t know what to look for. But you know him already because he has been staying with you, and will even 
be in you.” – John 14: 16 – 17
Jesus has said and done everything possible in the last few weeks in the Gospel readings to show his disciples, and all 
of us, how much he loves us and wants us to follow him. He loves us so much that he assures us that he will even send 
us a special helper to keep us on track, the Holy Spirit (sometimes called the ‘Advocate’). He needs us to help everyone 
around us to understand who Jesus is through our words, and actions. It can be hard to do that just on our own. Even the 
disciples couldn’t do it on their own. It’s a good thing God sent us the Holy Spirit!
Generous God, please make our hearts open to receiving your Holy Spirit so we, too, may proclaim to the world that you 
are our saviour.

IMPORTANT UPDATES

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

KURA AHUREA

Writing to Entertain

In the Nikau area, our students have been enthusiastically developing their skills in writing to entertain. 
Through a range of creative activities and writing experiences, students are learning how authors capture 
a reader’s attention by making their ideas more detailed, meaningful, and engaging.

A key focus this term has been learning how to compose and expand sentences. Students are practising 
adding detail, clarifying meaning, and choosing precise vocabulary to make their writing more interesting 
for the reader. They are discovering how a simple sentence can grow into a vivid description that helps 
bring their ideas to life.

Many students used Mother’s Day as inspiration for their writing. This provided a meaningful and personal 
context for students to express their thoughts, feelings, and creativity. From heartfelt descriptions and 
imaginative stories to humorous recounts, students worked hard to include rich detail and carefully crafted 
sentences to entertain their audience.

Music Group Invitation
Does your child know how to play an instrument, read and make music with others? The school is forming a group of 
eager musicians who will become part of our music team during school mass and liturgies.
Joining the music group is a wonderful way for students to build confidence, learn new skills, and have fun performing 
together. Students of all experience levels are encouraged to come along and give it a try.
Rehearsals will be done once a week during lunch break, and we would love to see more students involved.
If your child is interested in joining, please contact drs@stpeterpaul.school.nz for more information.

Upcoming Changes to After School Care at Ss Peter and Paul
As our school continues to grow, the Board and leadership team are regularly reviewing how we use our facilities to best 
support our students’ learning. To meet the needs of our increasing student numbers, we have made the decision to 
transition the space currently used by sKids back into a full-time classroom.

This means that sKids will be concluding their programme on-site at the end of Term 3. We want to extend a huge thank 
you to the sKids team for the dedicated care and support they have provided to our tamariki and whānau over the years. 
This change is purely due to our need for extra teaching space, and we have sincerely appreciated their service.

REMINDERS

After School Collection
Safety is our priority, and supervision ends shortly after the bell.

•	 2.50pm: All children must be picked up promptly.

•	 3pm: Any student remaining will be taken to the school office for collection.

•	 No Unsupervised Play: Students are not permitted to stay and play on the school playground after hours as there is 
no supervision.

Need After School Care? If you require care beyond 3pm, please ensure your child is enrolled in the sKIDS programme. 
You can find information and enrolment details here.

Appointments During School Time
To minimise interruptions to classroom learning and reduce the load on our office staff, we kindly ask that families schedule 
medical or dental appointments outside of school hours, whenever possible.

We appreciate that this isn’t always achievable and thank you for your support when it can be managed.

Health and Safety: Road Crossing
We have noticed some unsafe behavior during drop-off and pick-up. Please lead by example for our tamariki:

•	 Use the Crossing: Only cross at the pedestrian lights or with the road patrol.

•	 No “Bus Weaving”: Children (and adults) should never walk between buses.

•	 Stay Patient: A few extra seconds at the crossing can prevent a serious accident.

To Mum, with Love

The students and teachers of Kōwhai gathered for a community prayer last Friday to say thank you to our 
mothers for all the love, care and kindness that they surround us each and every day. It was also a time to 
think of all the other carers who dedicate their lives to taking care of us, not only in big moments, but also 
in small everyday actions. These people can be our dads, grandparents, aunties, uncles, cousins, friends 
and even neighbours (according to Rebecca from Room 2).  

Each student made their own card to express their gratitude on this special day. As a bonus, the PTA 
prepared a special hamper which Will from Room 6 won for his mum!    

Sacramental Programme 2026
Our Sacramental Programme continues this term, with a focus on First Holy Communion. 
We encourage you to stay connected and support your children as they prepare for this special sacrament. Please note 
the preparation sessions and important dates.
 
First Communion - Sunday 7 June 2026
Mass and Practice - Sunday 24 May, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (all parents and children)
First Communion - Sunday 7 June, 9am or 5.30pm Mass at Ss Peter and Paul Church (everyone)

COMMUNITY NEWS

They investigated how an individual can influence change. This 
sparked great conversations about his life, starting from his curious 
childhood spent outdoors to his time at university and his profession 
in documentary filmmaking and promoting wildlife conservation. 

They heard him talk about his love for nature and how each of us 
can create positive changes in our environment. This connects 
beautifully to our school’s value of stewardship and our universal 
theme of change. 

The children explored our big ideas about change and talked about 
how they can make a positive difference today. 

Here are a few examples of posters they created that demonstrate 
their understanding of how we can implement positive changes.

Exciting Update: Moving to Cohort Entry in 2027
We are pleased to announce that following our recent community consultation, the Board has officially voted to adopt a 
Cohort Entry policy for all new students, starting in Term 1, 2027.

We want to extend a huge thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts during this process - including our current 
and future whānau, our local Parish, and our neighboring ECE centres. Your feedback was incredibly valuable and showed 
broad support for this change.

What is Cohort Entry?

Instead of starting school on their 5th birthday, children will now start in groups (cohorts) at two set points each term: either 
at the start of the term or at the mid-term point.

Why are we making this change?

Transitioning to school is a major milestone. Our goal is to make that move as smooth and successful as possible. Here are 
a few reasons why the community and the Board feel this is the right step forward:

•	 Stronger Sense of Belonging: Starting school alongside a group of peers helps children form immediate friendships. 
They aren’t the “new kid” for long because they have a “starter squad” right there with them.

•	 Settled Classrooms: Constant individual arrivals can be disruptive to a class. Cohort entry allows teachers to plan 
specific induction programs for a group, ensuring a calmer and more organised start for everyone.

•	 Focused Teacher Attention: By grouping starters, our teachers can dedicate specific time and resources to welcoming 
the new cohort without taking focus away from the rest of the class multiple times a month.

What happens next?

While we have announced this decision today, please note that this policy does not take effect until Term 1, 2027. We 
will provide plenty of specific information and “Frequently Asked Questions” for families with children nearing school age, 
closer to the implementation date.

We understand that after-school care is a vital resource for many of our families. 
We want to reassure you that there will be local options available to ensure a 
smooth transition:

•	 sKids Relocation: The sKids team is currently looking to relocate to a new 
space within the local area. They will share more news on their new location 
as soon as it becomes available.

•	 Kids Domain: Families also have the option to join Kids Domain for their 
childcare needs. Please see the attached flyer for more information on their 
services and how to enrol.

We are committed to supporting our whānau through this transition and will 
continue to provide updates as more information regarding local care options 
comes to hand. 

Thank you for your ongoing support as we work to create the best possible 
learning environment for our children.

Attendance and Absences
Please notify the office by 9am if your child will be absent. We are still seeing a high volume of unnotified absences, 
which creates significant administrative work for our staff who must manually follow up on every child.

How to report an absence:

•	 Parent Portal: Log your absence directly via the School Parent Portal. (This is our preferred method).

•	 Email: Send details to absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz.

•	 Phone: Call the office at 04 569 5759 and leave a message on the absence line.

Note: If your child is late (arriving after the 8:50am bell), they must sign in at the office before heading to class so we can 
update the register.

School Parent Portal (@School Mobile App)
The portal is your “one-stop-shop” for school management. We encourage all parents to download the app for easy 
access to: 

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’. Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the school office. 

Finance and Payments 
When making payments to the school bank account, please include your child’s name and the purpose of the payment 
as a reference. 

Assistance: If you have questions regarding your account or wish to discuss payment options, please reach out to our 
office team in confidence.

Signing Out During School Hours 
For the safety and accountability of all students, any child leaving the school grounds between 8:50 am and 2:50 pm must 
be signed out.

1.	 Visit the Office: Parents/caregivers must come to the front office first.

2.	 Vistab Tablet: Use the electronic tablet to sign your child out.

3.	 Collection: Once signed out, your child will be called to the office to meet you.

Ezlunch (via Kindo) 
Healthy, delicious school lunches are available for delivery to the school.

•	 Availability: Orders are available on Thursday and Friday each week.

•	 How to Order: All orders and payments are handled through Kindo.

•	 Cut-off Time: Please ensure orders are placed by 9am on the day of delivery.

Click here to log in or create your Kindo account. View the Ss Peter and Paul menu here. 

Thank you for helping keep our school running smoothly and our tamariki safe!

May God continue to bless all our mothers, including our carers on 
this joyous occasion!

During one of our prayer times during the week, Room 5 used their 
learning on prayer in writing a personal prayer for their own mums.

Prayers for Mum

“Dear God, Thank you for my mum being kind and nice. Sorry that I did not 
listen to her. Please help her be careful. Amen.” Erin

“Dear God, Thank you for my mum. She is lovely, kind and beautiful. Sorry 
for being bad sometimes. Please help her have a good life. Amen.” Adela

“Dear God, Thank you for my Mum. She is the world’s best mum I have 
met. Sorry for not listening to my Mummy. Please make my Mum have a 
peaceful life. Amen.” Freya

“Dear God, Thank you for giving life to mums.” Ethan

“Dear God, Thank you for the best Mum in the world. I love her. I am sorry for being naughty, but I still love her. 
Amen.” Livi

“Dear God, Thank you for guiding my mom. Sorry for disobeying my mom. Please help me learn how to be good 
to her. Amen.” Ricardo

“Dear God, Thank you for my mom and sorry for being bad sometimes to my mom. My mom is more lovely than 
everything. Please help my mom get further in her job. Amen.” Euan

To make this event more special, Grayson (one of our Christian Service Leaders from Pōhutukawa), shared 
his experience in joining other organisations and schools during the Dawn Parade on Anzac Day. He even 
pointed to the wreath that our school offered for the fallen. Another Yr 6 student, Hayden, showed his 
grandfather’s precious badge. He was a soldier who fought bravely in Poland. 

We did all of these things to show our gratitude to all the New Zealanders who served, fought and died in 
all the wars and conflicts, so we can enjoy our freedom. It is important that we do this for the purpose of 
ensuring the sacrifices made by our previous generations are never forgotten.  

Since we have been discussing what Anzac Day meant the week prior, this walk was the culmination of 
all our learning.  

Here are some of the thoughts of our tamariki when asked about our walk and what it meant to them:

“We saw the War Memorial and we came with the Pōhutukawa kids.  We put wreaths around it.” Evanya

“The walk was exciting. I walked with my brothers and sisters.” Aahonde

“There were lots of flowers. There are more people who tried to help in the war.” Lucy

“I like exploring the names. The names are for remembering the people who died in the war.” Sebastian

“The names of the people who died in the war were written on the memorial.” Freya

“We walked to the Anzac Memorial. We learned about the Australia and New Zealand Army.” Ophelia

SPORTS NEWS

Cross Country 

A massive well done to all our Year 4-8 students for completing our school cross country event on Wednesday 
29th April. 

It was great to enjoy the outdoors at our local Hutt Recreation Ground, and see students in their house 
colours. Students participated in either the competitive race event or the fun, festival event. It was awesome 
to see so much enthusiasm, effort and running ability on display! 

A huge congratulations to all students who qualified for the upcoming Zone & Interzone cross country events. 

Thank you also, to our amazing family supporters who came down to cheer our runners on!!

“We have been learning how to make denominators equivalent so that 
we can add and subtract them. We have also learnt how to convert 
mixed fractions into improper fractions. I have been feeling more 
confident about fractions and it has gotten a lot easier with Mr Walker’s 
help.” Nancy

“This term we have been learning about fractions, we have learnt how 
to change mixed numerals to improper fractions. At first it was hard but 
I stayed positive and asked questions and now it is easy. I am working 
hard and thinking deeply in maths this year, and I feel good about my 
progress.” Layla

“At first fractions were hard, but I learnt how to change a mixed numeral 
into an improper fraction with the help of Mr Walker. Now fractions 
are not hard and I’m enjoying maths. I have learnt that an improper 
fraction is when the numerator is bigger than the denominator and how 
to convert them into a mixed numeral.” Elizabeth

“This year my maths has improved quite a lot. Things that I couldn’t do last year, I can do now with ease. Long 
division is now my favourite thing to do in maths. I found fractions scary at first, but after many lessons, I have 
learnt lots of different things about fractions and now they are not scary.” Emily

“Fractions are not as tricky or hard as they were last time I learnt about them. I used to find them hard, because I 
didn’t know how to make the denominators the same or how to turn a mixed fraction into an improper fraction. 
Now I find it super easy. I am really enjoying maths this year.” Samantha

Pentecost Sunday Family Mass
The Church continues to celebrate the joyful season of Easter as we journey towards Pentecost. The Easter Season 
begins on Easter Sunday and continues for fifty days, concluding with Pentecost Sunday which is a special celebration of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the Church.
This year, our school has the privilege of leading the Pentecost Sunday Family Mass at our parish, Te Awa Kairangi. We 
warmly invite all students, families, and whānau to join us for this important celebration as we come together in faith and 
community.
To celebrate the rich diversity within our school and parish, families are encouraged to wear traditional cultural clothing. 
Pentecost is often known as the “birthday of the Church,” making it a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the many 
cultures and languages that make up our community.
Pentecost Sunday Family Mass
•	 Date: Sunday 24 May 2026
•	 Time: 9am
•	 Location: Te Awa Kairangi Parish
Preparation and practice for the First Holy Communion will also commence after the Eucharistic celebration. We look 
forward to celebrating this special occasion together with our school and parish community.

School Policy Review - we value your feedback
As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, St Peter & Paul School is currently reviewing our Education Outside 
the Classroom (EOTC) policy for Term 2, 2026.

We warmly invite our school community to share feedback. Your input helps ensure our policies remain safe, effective, and 
reflective of the aspirations of our students and whānau.

How to Participate

Please follow the below steps to provide your comments and ratings:

1.	 Access the Portal: Visit the SchoolDocs website.

2.	 Log In: Use the credentials below:

•	 Username: stspeterpaul

•	 Password: stspeterpaul

3.	 Locate Policy: Follow the link to the relevant EOTC policy as listed on the dashboard.

4.	 Review: Read through the policy details.

5.	 Initiate Feedback: Click the Policy Review button located in the top right-hand corner of the page.

6.	 Identify Your Role: Select whether you are a Whānau (Parent/Caregiver), Board member, or Staff member.

7.	 Identify Yourself (Optional): You may enter your name or remain anonymous.

8.	 Submit: Provide your ratings and specific comments, then submit.

Thank you for taking the time to contribute. We really appreciate it!

https://forms.gle/KZTD6YngxyQV36pX6
http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
mailto:drs%40stpeterpaul.school.nz%20?subject=
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/before-after-school-care/
mailto:absences%40stpeterpaul.school.nz?subject=
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/login
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/shop/upload/pdf/school/ss_peter_and_paul_school/Menu.pdf
https://stspeterpaul.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm

