
Tuesday 28 April 2026

Kia ora e te whānau,
Welcome back to Term 2! It is wonderful to see our classrooms and playgrounds filled with life 
again after the break.

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our entire school community for your incredible 
support and understanding during the recent weather event. We know that closing the school 
and cancelling our camp was disappointing for many, but your patience helped us navigate 
the situation safely. We are very pleased to share that camp has been officially rescheduled for 
Term 4, giving our students something wonderful to look forward to later this year.

Our thanks also go to Tova and Grayson who represented us with such dignity at the Lower 
Hutt Anzac service. You wore our uniform with pride and honoured the memory of those who 
served with great respect.
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Praying for Peace

In our area liturgy last week we learnt about the history of Anzac Day. We spent time reflecting on 
the power of peace and thought about our world today. It was very special to be together as an area. 

To finish our liturgy we wrote our own special prayers for peace.

Anzac Day

Last week, Mrs Spink had a wonderful time working with the children in Room 14, delving into the history 
of Anzac Day. She showed personal pictures of her grandfather, who fought in World War I. 

The kids examined the pictures and read the postcards he mailed to his family. This generated a great 
deal of conversation and enthusiasm among the kids. They subsequently recounted their family stories 
related to the wars, and Henry felt motivated by this to bring his great-grandfather’s World War II drinking 
bottle to share with his classmates the next day. 

The children were asked to imagine themselves as soldiers far from home and created postcards to send 
back. They needed to reflect and use the vocabulary from that era and manually write them in cursive 
script. 

The activity was followed by making Anzac biscuits together, which provided even more enjoyment. 

What a wonderful way to understand and honor this significant day.

Cold days, warm hearts, and red poppies

Aaaand we’re back! Term 2 didn’t exactly start the way we hoped it 
would, but thank goodness the sun is shining now and it feels like 
we’re finally getting the Term 2 start we’ve all been waiting for!

Even though the weather wasn’t the calmest, we ended the week 
on a great note (with some lovely sunshine) and a beautiful liturgy to 
honour the brave Anzac soldiers who fought for us. 

The Kōwhai students and parents shared heartfelt prayers for peace 
in our world, country, Church, school community, and in our hearts. It 
was truly moving, made even more special by the Kōwhai students’ 
beautiful singing voices that filled the room.

This week, we will continue with our Anzac commemoration with a 
walk to the Lower Hutt War Memorial. 

Lest we forget.

SPORTS NEWS

Thursday 7 May

PTA Social Evening, 6pm, all whānau 
welcome 

Wednesday 20 May

BOT meeting, 6.30pm

Monday 1 June 
School closed - King’s Birthday

Events

Emalyn Jiang 
Director of Religious Studies

Easter Celebrations
Our Easter Celebrations were a highlight of the final week of Term 1. 
Students respectfully participated in the Stations of the Cross, which thoroughly 
retells the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. It was particularly pleasing to 
observe students engaging attentively, with some even noting the number of 
times Jesus fell while carrying the cross.
Our school’s Lenten observances and Holy Week reflections concluded with a 
beautiful Easter Liturgy, where we celebrated the joy and hope of the Resurrection. 
Students participated with great respect and reverence, demonstrating a 
deepening understanding of these significant moments in our faith.

IMPORTANT UPDATES

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

KURA AHUREA

Welcome back!

It has been lovely to welcome the children back to the Nikau area this week and see everyone settling 
happily into the new term. We have had a fantastic start, with students beginning their learning about 
addition and subtraction in maths, exploring how to write to entertain others, and taking part in cross 
country training.

In RE, we have started learning about the stories Jesus told, discovering that a parable is a special story 
Jesus used to share important truths.

Last week, we also learned about and reflected on Anzac Day, and today we held a special liturgy to 
remember and honour those who served. The children created some beautiful poppy artwork and learned 
about why the poppy is an important symbol of remembrance on Anzac Day. 

Remebering the Heroes of Peace

PTA NEWS

Kia ora!

Our social evening is coming up. on Thursday 7 May for anyone interested in learning more about being involved with 
the PTA. Whether you are keen to join the executive, help with a specific project, lend a hand from time to time, or 
simply find out what we do, we would love to see you there.

Come along as a group and bring your Ss Peter and Paul parent friends! You might like to get involved in a small way, 
or perhaps you have some big ideas to share — everyone is welcome.

Ngā mihi, 
The PTA

We also celebrate a special milestone within our parish community. At the Easter 
Vigil, Mrs Stewart, our Deputy Principal, received the Sacraments of Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion. 
This marks a significant step in her faith journey, and we extend our sincere 
congratulations on this important occasion. It was pleasing to see members of 
the school community present to support her, including Mrs Tester, our former 
principal, and Whaea Lindsey, our current Tumuaki.

As we continue to observe the liturgical season of Easter, we are reminded that 
Christ’s Resurrection brings a message of peace, hope, and new life for all. 
How timely that we also commemorate the bravery of the ANZACs in the first 
weeks of Term 2. Through these experiences, students were encouraged to 
reflect on the importance of peace, gratitude, and remembrance in their own 
lives. 
Our tamariki engaged in these liturgies and demonstrated a growing 
understanding of the significance of Anzac commemorations and the values 
they represent.
Lest we forget.

Working Together for Every Day Success
Regular school attendance is one of the most important ways we can help our students reach their full potential, build 
confidence, and stay connected with their friends and teachers. Currently, our school has a 70% regular attendance rate, 
and we have set a goal to lift this to 80% by the end of 2026.

To help us reach this goal, we ask for your support with the following:

•	 Term-Time Holidays: To ensure your child doesn’t miss vital learning, please remember that holidays during term time 
are not permitted. We appreciate you planning family trips during official school breaks.

•	 Daily Checks: Our teachers check the roll at 9am and 1.30pm. If your child is absent without a reason, you will receive 
follow-up texts and calls starting from 9.15am.

•	 Support for Families: If attendance becomes a challenge, we are here to help. We have a “stepped response” in place 
- from simple check-ins to formal support plans - to help overcome any barriers to getting your child to school.

•	 Celebrating Success: We love to reward students who make it to school! Look out for assembly shout-outs, class ice 
block rewards, pizza parties, and our termly prize draws for students with 90%+ attendance.

You can find our full Attendance Management Plan on the school website. Thank you for working with us to build our 
students’ tomorrows!

REMINDERS

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school office 
if they are leaving the school grounds during school 
hours. It is important that we know where your child is, in 
case of an emergency. 

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

How to report an absence
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via one of the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and 
truant. 

Appointments During School Time
We kindly ask families, where possible, to please schedule appointments (such as medical or dental visits) outside of school 
hours. This helps to reduce interruptions to classroom learning and minimises the impact on our office and teaching staff.

We understand that this isn’t always possible and appreciate your support and consideration when it can be managed.

Thank you for helping us make the most of learning time for all students.

Health and Safety
A quick but important reminder about safety at the beginning and end of the school day.

Please ensure you and your children cross the road only at the pedestrian lights or with road patrol. We ask that everyone 
waits patiently and models safe behaviour. Children should never walk between buses. 

Disappointingly, we are seeing adults leading tamariki into unsafe situations by crossing in the wrong places or weaving 
through traffic. Your schedule is never more important than the safety of your child. The few extra seconds it takes to cross 
safely can prevent a serious accident. We all share responsibility for keeping our children safe, and they are watching and 
learning from us.

All children must also be picked up promptly at 2.50pm. Any student who remains at school after 3pm will be taken to 
the school office, where parents and carers will collect them. Students are not permitted to stay and play in the school 
playground after school, as there is no supervision in place and this is unsafe.

If you require after school care, please ensure your child is enrolled in the SKIDS programme. You can find information 
and enrolment details here.

Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.

A rough start, sunshine-y finish: Week 1 Discovery Time

The sun finally came out just in time for our Discovery Time. Our tamariki excitedly played outdoors and 
enjoyed every bit of light and warmth there was. What a way to end a rather gloomy, stormy week!

For our whānau who are brand new to the school, Discovery Time is a play-based exploration period that 
allows children to engage in a variety of activities of their choosing.

From football to dress-ups to science experiments and crafts, Discovery Time offers something for every 
interest. It’s a fun way to develop motor skills, spark curiosity, and build lovely friendships.

We are so looking forward to a great Term 2! Fingers crossed the good weather continues!

As we look ahead to a fantastic term of learning and growth, we pause to ask for a blessing 
on our school family:

May the Lord guide our steps this term, filling our hearts with kindness and our minds with 
wisdom. We give thanks for the safety of our community and pray for a season of peace, 
discovery, and friendship. Amen.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Whaea Lindsey 
Tumuaki

Sacramental Programme 2026
Our Sacramental Programme continues this term, with a focus on First Holy Communion. 
We encourage you to stay connected and support your children as they prepare for this special sacrament. Please note 
the preparation sessions and important dates.
 
First Communion - Sunday 7 June 2026
Mass and Preparation - Sunday 10 May, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (all parents and children)
Mass and Practice - Sunday 24 May, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (all parents and children)
First Communion - Sunday 7 June, 9am or 5.30pm Mass at Ss Peter and Paul Church (everyone)

Ngā Ingoa, Ngā Kōrero: Exploring Identity Through Place, History, and Change
 
Last term, Pōhutukawa’s Aotearoa Histories learning centred on the concept of change, as they explored 
how names of places in our region have evolved over time. Students discovered that Aotearoa was once 
known as Te Ika-a-Māui, and learned how our local area came to be called Te Whanganui-a-Tara (the great 
harbour of Tara), named after Tara, the great-great-grandson of Kupe, who lived at Motukairangi (the Miramar 
Peninsula), before later becoming known as Wellington.
Through this learning, students began to understand that 
names are more than labels—they carry stories, history, 
and meaning. They explored how Māori naming traditions 
reflect deep connections to people, significant events, 
and the natural environment.

We also began connecting this learning to the Maramataka 
(the Māori lunar calendar) and Matariki, which they will 
continue to explore this term. Students showed great 
interest in learning about Kupe, the great navigator, who 
used the stars and environmental knowledge to journey 
across the ocean to Aotearoa.

This learning has supported students to recognise how knowledge, culture, and names evolve over time, 
helping to shape the identity of our country and strengthening their understanding of who we are and where 
we come from.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Term 2 sports 

Our Term 2 sports have started or are due to start this week. We have six netball teams, six basketball teams, 
five badminton teams and one waterpolo team - that’s well over 100 students representating St Peter and 
Pauls! We wish you all a fun and enjoyable term.

As always, we owe huge thanks to the parents, siblings and whānau who give their time to support the 
various sports teams in many ways. The teams would not run without you, so thank you!

Ezlunch
We are now using Ezlunch, part of the Kindo platform, for all online 
lunch orders.

Ezlunch offers a simple, mobile-friendly way for families to order 
fresh, tasty lunches from the same local providers you already know 
and love. The ordering process is quick, payments are secure, and 
delivery to school is reliable and easy.

Parents can order using the Kindo app (iPhone and Android) and 
choose from a range of convenient payment options including card, 
bank transfer, Google Pay, Apple Pay and more. 

The system also includes helpful allergen alerts and automated 
reminders, so no one misses out on lunch day.

Ezlunch is free for schools, reduces admin time, and makes it easier 
for families to stay organised.

We’re excited to bring this service to our school community.

Log in at shop.kindo.co.nz
Click “Switch schools” to add your current
school
Add your child under “my details” > “add
member” 
Place your lunch orders!

 Create your account at myKindo.co.nz
 Select your school and add your child
 Start ordering lunches!

Let’s fuel your kids
the easy way!

Order your school
lunches today via

ezlunch

Have questions? Visit support.mykindo.co.nz
or hello@mykindo.co.nz or 0508 454 636. Monday to Friday 8am - 4pm.

New to Ezlunch and Kindo?

ezlunch.

Already use Kindo?

Healthy Lunches. Loved by Kids.

Fresh, Tasty Lunches
Delivered to School!

Ezlunch makes school lunches simple and
stress-free.

Enjoy tasty meals fresh each day while
supporting local cafes and caterers. 

Order anytime, anywhere - no more morning
lunchbox scrambles! 

Order cut-off times vary by lunch provider, so check
your school’s Ezlunch menu online for full details.

http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/attendance/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/before-after-school-care/

