
Tuesday 31 March 2026

Kia ora e te whānau,
As we reach the conclusion of what has been a wonderful term of learning, I find myself 
reflecting on how privileged I am to serve this community. Getting to know your families and 
your fabulous tamariki has been the absolute highlight of my start to the year. I am deeply 
grateful to all our staff and volunteers. Your hard work and dedication behind the scenes are 
truly what make this term such a success.

We have so much to celebrate as we look back on these past weeks. A huge congratulations 
goes to our newly appointed school leaders, who have already begun to serve our school 
with such integrity. We also send special blessings to the students who recently completed 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation; it has been a joy to witness you taking this meaningful step 
in your faith journey.

As we head into the break, we enter Holy Week, the most sacred time in our liturgical calendar. 
It is a period for us to pause and reflect on the profound journey of sacrifice, service, and 
ultimate hope. In the busyness of life, I hope you find moments of quiet to appreciate the depth 
of this season.

I wish you all a safe, restful, and refreshing break. Whether you are traveling or staying close 
to home, may you find time to recharge and enjoy the company of loved ones.

				    Kia tau ki a tātou katoa,

				    Te atawhai o tō tātou Ariki, a Ihu Karaiti,

				    Me te aroha o te Atua,

				    Me te whiwhinga tahi ki te Wairua Tapu.

				    Ake, ake, ake. Āmine.

(May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, forever and ever. Amen.)

Ngā manaakitanga,

Whaea Lindsey 
Tumuaki
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Descriptive writing

This term, Rātā students have been learning to write descriptively using our poetic devices. 

Some of these devices include onomatopoeia, alliteration, similes, rhyme, personification and 
metaphors. By using these, we have been able to work across multiple styles of writing including 
several pieces of work in an attempt to create imagery in the mind of our reader. 

One of these was our personification poems which link to this year’s universal theme of ‘change’. 

Emme & Natty

Religious Education

This term, the children have been learning about Ā Tātou Whakapapa, Our Story. They have learned about 
the history and charism of our school. In addition to this, they have examined their role within the parish 
community. 

Kathryn van Woerkman from our parish team visited and explained to the children the various roles 
individuals in our parish have. 

Together, Kathryn and the children discussed ways in which they can contribute their skills and talents 
to our parish. The children thought about the different ways they could do this at our Sunday Masses by 
altar serving, helping with the projectionist’s job, taking up the offertory, and welcoming people to Mass. 

Other ideas were shared about ways we, as a school, can help others in our community. It was wonderful 
to hear the great ideas from the children on how they could help others.

Last week, Rooms 13 and 14 visited Mary’s Grotto in our church grounds as part of their morning karakia. 
It was a lovely opportunity to reflect on the traditions of our faith and understand the meaning behind our 
traditional prayers.

New Entrant Blessing

One of the many highlights of this Term was our New Entrant Blessing, where we warmly welcomed all of 
our newest tamariki and their whānau into our school community. It was a lovely and heartfelt occasion 
made even more special by the Kōwhai tamariki and the choir, who filled the church with their beautiful 
singing. 

A big thank you to Room 6, led by Mrs Rose, for their wonderful dramatisation of Jesus Calms the Storm 
(Matthew 8:23–27). The story reminded us that in life’s stormy moments, Jesus will always be there to give 
us strength and comfort.

SPORTS NEWS

Thursday 2 April

Easter Liturgy, 9.15am, all whānau 
welcome

Last day of Term 1, school closes at 
usual time

Monday 20 April 
First day of Term 2

Monday 27 April 
School closed - ANZAC Day observed

Events

Netball - FutureFERNS Yrs 1-4 

The Kikorangi netball team absolutely smashed it this term! Each individual player has developed and grown 
so much in their skills and confidence on court. 

We incorporated a weekly training for the first time and it helped the team immensely with coming together 
as a unit but also being more comfortable in playing different positions. 

Emalyn Jiang 
Director of Religious Studies

Splash of Green for St. Patrick’s Day
On Tuesday 17 March, our school was filled with a wonderful sea 
of green as we came together to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day! 
Classes explored the story of St. Patrick and reflected on his 
message of faith, courage, and spreading kindness. It was a 
special opportunity for our students to connect with the values 
he represents and consider how they can live these out in their 
own lives.
Our staff were also treated to some Irish delights, with delicious 
treats and a bit of dancing at morning tea, thanks to our Irish 
teachers, Mrs Senek and Ms O’Sullivan-Glynn. 
What a fun and memorable day for all!

IMPORTANT UPDATES

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

KURA AHUREA

Fitness relays

During the term Nikau has been gathering together for fitness relays 
three times a week. Each week there has been a different focus on 
a physical skill. 

The children have really enjoyed the variety of activities while they 
have been supporting each other in learning new skills and working 
together to complete the relays. 

We had running relays, jumping relays as well as skipping relays. 
Every child had a go and really enjoyed fitness with the whole area.

“I liked doing the leap frog because it was funny and easy.” Ajlo

“I liked jumping in skipping. It was fun and not really hard.” Riviya 

“I enjoyed the running races and push up when we were doing dancing.” 
Quincy

Easy Conversation Starters
Kei te pēhea to rā?

How’s your day going?
He aha rā āu mahi ā mohea nei?

What have you been up to?
He mahi rānei āu hei te wīkene e tū mai nei?

Any plans for the weekend?
Kei te pēhea ngā mahi i ēnei rā?

How’s work been lately?
Kei te pēhea te tīma?

How’s the team going?
Ka mau te wehi!

Awesome!
Tau kē
Cool!

Faith Alive: Our RE Learning Showcase
Throughout Lent, our learning has been leading us towards the special story of Easter. 
Kōwhai students have been proudly showcasing their learning through creative representations of the cross. They have 
also been talking about how they are wonderfully made by God in their RE classes and have created their self-portraits 
to celebrate their God-given gifts and talents.

PTA NEWS

A massive thank you to everyone who joined us for our recent Whānau Picnic! It was such a fantastic hit and a 
wonderful way to see our school community coming together.

That same community spirit truly shone through in our recent raffle, which was a huge success thanks to your incredibly 
generous donations and all the hard work put into selling those tickets. Your support makes a direct difference for our 
students, and we couldn’t be more grateful.

Looking ahead, we want to ensure the PTA is focusing on what matters most to you. Watch this space for an upcoming 

Working Together for Every Day Success
Regular school attendance is one of the most important ways we can help our students reach their full potential, build 
confidence, and stay connected with their friends and teachers. Currently, our school has a 70% regular attendance rate, 
and we have set a goal to lift this to 80% by the end of 2026.

To help us reach this goal, we ask for your support with the following:

•	 Term-Time Holidays: To ensure your child doesn’t miss vital learning, please remember that holidays during term time 
are not permitted. We appreciate you planning family trips during official school breaks.

•	 Daily Checks: Our teachers check the roll at 9am and 1.30pm. If your child is absent without a reason, you will receive 
follow-up texts and calls starting from 9:15 am.

•	 Support for Families: If attendance becomes a challenge, we are here to help. We have a “stepped response” in place 
- from simple check-ins to formal support plans - to help overcome any barriers to getting your child to school.

•	 Celebrating Success: We love to reward students who make it to school! Look out for assembly shout-outs, class ice 
block rewards, pizza parties, and our termly prize draws for students with 90%+ attendance.

You can find our full Attendance Management Plan on the school website. Thank you for working with us to build our 
students’ tomorrows!

REMINDERS
No sunhats until Term 4
Sunhats are now not required until Term 4, Please ensure your child brings their sunhat home this week. Thank you.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s 
school bag if needed, would also be most helpful.

LIBRARY

Thank you to the wonderful students who have volunteered 
to be school librarians this year. Being a librarian provides 
an excellent opportunity for students to develop their 
leadership skills and work collaboratively with others. 

The librarians for Term 1 have done a fantastic job helping 
to manage lunchtime library sessions, including helping 
students find books and reading to younger students. 

Thank you!

It’s not magic, it’s science!

Discovery Time this term has been full of excitement, curiosity, and just the right amount of mess as 
we explored our universal theme this year of CHANGE. Through lots of kōrero and hands-on science 
experiments, our tamariki watched change unfold before their eyes in fun and meaningful ways.

A few weeks ago, we had a great time making pancakes, observing how the dry ingredients transformed 
into a gooey mixture, and then into a fluffy, delicious snack once heat was applied.

This time around, our little scientists had the chance to work on the “ice cream in a bag” experiment. 
Using cream, ice, salt, freezer bags, and lots of explosive energy (something they never seem to run out 
of) our tamariki shook their way to success…literally! It was mindblowing to see the runny cream turn into 
a thick and “stiff” creamy treat in 5 minutes, without any fancy tools!

Term 1 is done and dusted. Whew! What a fantastic term it has been. Now let’s catch our breath before we 
jump into the next adventure. 

Racing Track Designs

The children have been learning a lot about different types of angles, how to name them, draw them, and 
use a protractor to measure them, too. 

To explore their skills further, they were encouraged to design a racetrack that incorporated different 
angles into it. In the process of designing their own course, the students had an opportunity to apply their 
understanding of angles. They had to think carefully about the placement of their angles and measure 
them accurately. The challenge was understanding where on the track path they would measure the 
angle. 

A wonderful, fun, rich task to further develop their measurement skills. 

Our school sends warm and heartfelt greetings to all our tamariki who celebrated 
their First Sacrament of Reconciliation on 22 March 2026 at our parish. 
We are very proud of you and this special step in your faith journey.
 

We extend a big thank you to our school community for your generous support of our fundraising effort. Your contributions 
will go towards supporting school initiatives that benefit all our learners.

Our Nikau tamariki confidently shared with their whānau the significance of the palms blessed during Palm Sunday, their 
connection to the Easter story and in the observance of Ash Wednesday in the next liturgical year. 
Our Pōhutukawa students have been exploring what it means to be part of our parish community. Following a lovely visit 
from Kathryn van Woerkman to Pōhutukawa, they talked about belonging, caring for others, and how we can live out 
our faith in our everyday actions. The children thought of creating Easter cards for the senior parishioners and local rest 
homes, sharing a message of aroha from our school during the Easter season.

Our School Uniform Shop is Moving!
We have some exciting news to share regarding our school uniform. To ensure we are directing as much of our resources 
as possible toward what matters most - our tamariki and their learning - we are moving our uniform supply to NZ Uniforms 
in Petone.

Why the change?

For many years, the school has heavily subsidised uniform items and operated the shop at a financial loss. Between the 
cost of stock and the significant staff time and physical space required to run an on-site store, we have decided that these 
resources are better spent directly in the classroom.

By making this shift, we can redirect those funds and hours toward better equipment, technology, and learning programs 
for our students.

Better for Families

Partnering with a professional provider like NZ Uniforms offers much more flexibility and convenience for our busy whānau:

•	 Convenient Hours: Visit their Petone store 6 days a week (Mon–Fri 9am–5pm, Sat 9am–4pm). No more rushing to 
school during limited office hours!

•	 Shop Online: Order from home 24/7 at your convenience.

•	 Flexible Payment: They offer Zip (online and in-store), Afterpay (in-store), and fully support WINZ Service Cards.

•	 In-Store Fittings: Their expert team is available to help your child find the perfect fit every time.

What happens now?

Our on-site uniform shop is now closed.

As we transition our remaining stock to their Jackson Street store and update their website, there will be a short period 
where some items may be temporarily unavailable. To make things easier for everyone, we are offering a grace period for 
the duration of Term 2. Students are welcome to wear either their summer or winter uniform during this time while families 
get settled with the new system.

We are very positive about this change and thank you for your ongoing support as we focus our efforts on providing the 
best possible education for our tamariki.

In Rātā, rich and thoughtful conversations 
around the Gospel readings have sparked 
deeper and more meaningful connections 
with the Scripture. Students have been 
engaging with the messages of Jesus in 
ways that show growing insight and curiosity.
When told of a refugee family the parish is 
supporting as they settle into our community, 
Aviana, Zayla and Zia were quick to respond 
by donating some wonderful toys for the 
family’s preschool daughters. 
What a great example of putting our faith 
into action by all the children!

You’re Invited!
Altar Server Core Group 
We are calling all interested tamariki who have received the Sacrament of Communion and have a heart for service to 
train and become altar servers. Please inform your class teacher.
Easter Liturgy 
We will close Term 1 with a liturgy on Thursday 2 April at 9.15am at Te Awa Kairangi Parish. 

STUDENT LEADERS 2026

Congratulations to our Student Leaders for 2026. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

House Leaders

Front and back from L - R Johnny and Emily (Redwood), 
Felipe and Nancy (Williams), Ryan and Ciara (McKillop), 
Jack and Madison (Mission)

Cultural Leaders

Back L - R Therese, Jenica, Sienna 
Front L - R John-Zach, Zavier

Christian Service Leaders

Back L - R Grayson, Gabrielle, Ivory 
Front L - R Samuel, Ryan (Seira absent)

Sports Ambassadors

Back L - R Charlee, Tova, Hudson 
Front L - R Chanelle, Ronan, Noah 

The Capital Basketball BNZ Kiwi Hoops Camps will be running again these holidays. These camps are perfect for children 
that enjoy basketball and want to learn, play and grow in the game. Find out more info and sign up via the QR codes below!

survey where you can share your thoughts on how we can 
best support the school and cast your vote on our next “Big 
Projects.”

Finally, please add a Date for the Diary! We would love for you 
to join us at school on Thursday 7th May at 6pm - 8pm for our 
Sip, Snack, and Support evening. Come along with your Ss 
Peter and Paul friends for wine & refreshments while learning 
more about what we do and how you can be part of it. 

Whether you’re a long-time supporter or a new face, we’d love 
to see you there for some great company and a chance to 
shape the future of our school.

Ngā mihi, 
The PTA

Term 2 Sports 

Teams are being finalised for various sports in Term 2. Parents will receive relevant information in the coming 
days. It will be a busy term with over 12 teams set to play in basketball, netball and water polo! 

We are excited to be able to offer badminton for Yrs 5/6 and 7/8. Please keep an eye on your inbox for a 
registration email, due out later this week.

Weetbix Kids Tryathlon - additional congratulations! 

Congratulations to the following students who were missed in the last newsletter - Gabby, Emma, Emme, 
Honor, Hine, Natalie and Lyla (and anyone else who has slipped through our net)! Ka pai to you all!

While we don’t keep scores during the games, Kikorangi always 
had a victory after each round - whether that be scoring their 
first goal, or getting intercepts, or passing beautifully! There were 
always big smiles from the players and parents after the games. 

Kikorangi represented St P&P very well in their sportsmanship 
and behaviour each week. 

Massive thank you to the school, parents, and the kids for a 
brilliant term of netball!

Kikorangi Star Helper - Lisa-Marie Imray

Touch Rugby 

Our 7 touch rugby teams have completed their season. Yr 5/6 team Tawhai finished in 2nd place after a very 
tight final vs Petone Central. Yr 5/6 team Ngaio finished 3rd in their grade! Well done to all our teams for a 
great season.

Thank You! 

Huge thanks to the parents, siblings and whānau who have given their time to support the various sports 
teams this term. The teams would not run without you! Karen Wong, Kayla Wong, Sarah Duffin, Lisa-Marie 
Imray, James Collings, Sian Corderoy, Kelsey Quayle, Rob McIntyre, Chloe Brown, Lucy Stechman, Kerryn 
Johnston, Angus Beveridge, Hannah Stewart, Louisa Turner, Trent Wilson, Steve-Chevallier-Boutell, Barbara 
Noguero, Hayley Howard, and Ali Eising! 

Tawhai Ngaio

Follow us on Facebook
We are excited to share that we have launched a new school 
Facebook page. 

This will be a great way for us to celebrate success, share updates, 
and showcase the many wonderful things happening across the 
school. We would love you to follow along and stay connected with 
our community.

http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/attendance/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582709547441

