
Tuesday 3 March 2026

Kia ora koutou,
It has been a wonderful start to the term, and I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know our 
community and our tamariki. Each day I see fantastic learning taking place across the school. 
Classrooms are busy, engaged, and full of enthusiasm. It is a real privilege to witness the 
curiosity, creativity, and commitment our students bring to their learning.

I recently met with the Church Committee, which was a valuable experience. It was good to 
spend time together and reflect on our shared commitment to supporting the special character 
of our school. Thank you to our PTA for their continued support. Look out for their events in 
this newsletter!

As we journey through the season of Lent, we are reminded that this is a time for reflection, 
prayer, and renewal. It is an opportunity for each of us staff, students, and whānau to grow in 
kindness, patience, and service to others. May this Lenten season be one in which we draw 
closer to God and model Christ’s love in our words and actions each day.

A gentle but important reminder regarding student safety at the end of the school day: please 
ensure your child is collected promptly at dismissal time. If you are unable to do so, students 
must be booked into the sKids after-school care programme. Children must not be asked to 
wait on the playground, as this is unsafe and the school does not provide supervision or a 
holding service after school hours. sKids is in place to provide safe, supervised care when 
needed.

We also ask all whānau to take extra care when crossing the busy roads around the school. 
There have been several recent close calls, and it is essential that we model safe and 
responsible road use for our children. By working together, we help keep everyone in our 
community safe.

Thank you for your ongoing support - it is truly appreciated.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Whaea Lindsey 
Tumuaki
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Stewardship

Stewardship is one of our school values and in Rātā we have been learning about stewardship and 
how we can live this value in our school. 

Change Activity

Room 12 children had fun combining their creative and inventive thinking linked to our school’s universal 
theme of change. They took an everyday item of their choice and thought about the different ways they 
could change it to create something new. 

Based on the acronym SCAMPER, the children were encouraged to...

Substitute

Combine

Adapt

Modify/Magnify/Minify

Put to other uses

Eliminate

Rearrange to generate new, unique, or improved concepts.

Here are some of their wonderful ideas. 

“I chose a shirt and put arms on it.” Hudson

“I chose a t-shirt and made it into a cloth.” Riley

“I chose a pencil and added a glue stick to the end of the pencil.” Izzy

“I chose a water bottle and added ears and legs at the bottom and sides.” Indy

Cooking Pancakes!

As we explore the concept of change, our students in te rōpū Kōwhai cooked pancakes at Discovery time 
to witness physical and chemical changes during the process.

We started off identifying our ingredients. Our tamariki looked and listened to the contents of the bottle.   
Simeona (Rm 6) shared that the pancake is mainly made out of flour. Some students shook the bottle to 
confirm that it was “powdery” inside. Water was added. This changed the powder to a mixture that had a 
“gooey” consistency, in which we learned it changed its state from solid to liquid. Gauthami (Rm 3) even 
noticed that gas was also produced when the bottle was opened after shaking!	

Once the griddle was turned on, we had to practise safety precautions because of the heat emanating 
from it.  As the batter hit the hot surface, we then witnessed the heat slowly transforming our liquid batter 
into a solid, firm structure - the COOKED PANCAKE! “It smells good,” they said. Some added that the 
colour also changed from white to brown.  We also concluded that once the pancake was cooked, it could 
not be reversed. 

At the end of our session, some children helped out in distributing the pancakes to their classmates - 
filling their puku and their minds with panekeke and the new knowledge on change. 

“I loved making pancakes. They were so yummy!” Irene

“I shook the bottle!” Sebio

“I liked doing the pancakes because they were very yummy” Leon 

“It was gooey first and then now it’s squishy.” Becky

“Making pancakes was fun. We got to shake the mixture, and it changed to being sticky” Maria

SPORTS NEWS

Wednesday 4 March 
Board meeting, 6pm  

Monday 16 March 
Curriculum Day - school closed to 
students

Thursday 2 April 
Last day of Term 1, school closes at 
usual time

Monday 20 April 
First day of Term 2

Events

Touch rugby 

Here are some photos of some of our touch teams in action - thanks to our amazing coaches, managers, 
parents and whānau for being there for our children!    

Congratulations to former St Peter and Paul’s student, Jada Tetevano (currently a Yr 11 student at Sacred Heart 
College) who played in the Wellington Under 21 Mixed team in the Touch Open Nationals, held at trentham 
Memorial Park last weekend. Tino pai rawa atu Jada!

Emalyn Jiang 
Director of Religious Studies

Called to Serve: Commissioning and Recognition of Teachers in Catholic Schools
On February 17, teachers from Catholic schools across Te Whanganui-a-Tara (Wellington) gathered at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart to be commissioned into the new school year.  
This special celebration, presided over by Archbishop Paul, marked the beginning of another year of faith-filled teaching 
and service, as our kaiako were blessed and sent forth to nurture the minds and hearts of the tamariki entrusted to their 
care.
We also warmly congratulate the following kaiako who have completed their studies towards their RE (Religious Education) 
certification:

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

How to report an absence
t is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via one of the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and 
truant. 

KURA AHUREA

All About Me!

In Nikau area, our students have been exploring their creativity in a very special way! Through our 
integrated Literacy and Art programme, students have designed and created unique “All About Me” art 
pieces that celebrate who they are.

Introductions
Ko wai tō ingoa?

What is your name?
Ko (name) toku ingoa.

My name is (name).
Ko (name) tenei.

This is (name).
Introducing someone else.
He (job) au ki (business).

eg He kaiako au ki St Peter and Paul.
(I am a teacher at St Peter and Paul)

Appointments During School Time
We kindly ask families, where possible, to please schedule appointments (such as medical or dental visits) outside of school 
hours. This helps to reduce interruptions to classroom learning and minimises the impact on our office and teaching staff.

We understand that this isn’t always possible and appreciate your support and consideration when it can be managed.

Thank you for helping us make the most of learning time for all students.

Ashes to Mark the Season of Lent
On February 18, our school community marked the start of our Lenten journey with prayer and reflection. Each area 
gathered for a liturgy, where students and staff received ashes as a visible sign of repentance and a reminder of renewal.
As the ashes were placed on our foreheads, we were reminded of the words, “Turn back to God and know that God 
loves you.” This sacred moment invites us to the season of prayer, fasting and almsgiving which in Pōhutakawa and Rātā’s 
liturgy were calls to Pray, Give and Care.
Throughout this Lenten season, we encourage families to continue these discussions at home. Let’s support our tamariki 
in fulfilling their Lenten promises as they deepen their faith and prepare their hearts for Easter.

Health and Safety
A quick but important reminder about safety at the beginning and end of the school day.

Please ensure you and your children cross the road only at the pedestrian lights or with road patrol. We ask that everyone 
waits patiently and models safe behaviour. Children should never walk between buses. 

Disappointingly, we are seeing adults leading tamariki into unsafe situations by crossing in the wrong places or weaving 
through traffic. Your schedule is never more important than the safety of your child. The few extra seconds it takes to cross 
safely can prevent a serious accident. We all share responsibility for keeping our children safe, and they are watching and 
learning from us.

All children must also be picked up promptly at 2.50pm. Any student who remains at school after 3pm will be taken to 
the school office, where parents and carers will collect them. Students are not permitted to stay and play in the school 
playground after school, as there is no supervision in place and this is unsafe.

If you require after school care, please ensure your child is enrolled in the SKIDS programme. You can find information 
and enrolment details here.

Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.

PTA NEWS

Kia ora from the PTA,

We have lots of exciting community events and fundraising projects in the pipeline for 2026 and we can’t wait to share 
them with you!

We’re kicking things off with a gold coin donation non-uniform day to celebrate St Patrick’s Day Tuesday 17 March. 
Dress-ups are welcome!

Netball 

Our netball teams continue to enjoy their 
Saturday morning FutureFern training and 
game-time. 

Here are team Kakariki (and a few players from 
another school who were a few players short 
and joined Kakariki for the morning)! 

Thanks to amazing star helpers, parents and 
whānau who are there every Saturday morning 
for the children.   

Regulation School Uniform - Term 1
A reminder that sun hats are compulsory in Term 1. Slouch hat (Yrs 1-4) $12, 
bucket hat (Yrs 1-8) $12 and cap (Yrs 5-8) $10. These can be purchased from 
the school office or from the uniform shop (on Wednesday afternoons). 

Girls have the option of wearing the summer dress. 

We have noticed that long white socks, black leggings and coloured hair 
accessories have started to creep in. A reminder that these are not part 
of our school uniform. Please refer to the uniform regulation brochure on 
our school website and the graphic to the right.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it 
is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out 
any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s school bag if needed, 
would also be most helpful.

Students have been learning about the different types of 
stewardship based on the scriptures. 

They have been writing special prayers about stewardship 
onto leaf silhouettes, and colouring and reflecting during 
prayers. These leaves are put together to create our 
stewardship prayer tree.

•	 RE Foundation Level: Ms Cagalawan, Ms Maroon,  
Ms O’Sullivan Glynn

•	 RE Classroom Level: Mrs Jiang
•	 RE Leadership Level: Mrs O’Styke, Mrs Abella, Mrs Abraham, 

Whaea Lindsey, Mrs Stewart
We acknowledge their commitment to deepening their 
knowledge of the faith and strengthening Catholic education in 
our community. 
Please keep the teachers in your prayers as they continue to 
answer God’s call to serve.

This engaging activity encouraged students to express their 
personalities, interests, cultures, and dreams through both words and 
images. By combining writing skills with artistic techniques, they were 
able to tell their own stories in imaginative and meaningful ways.

Not only did this activity strengthen their literacy learning, but it also 
helped students build connections with one another. As they shared 
their work, they discovered common interests, appreciated their 
differences, and enjoyed working alongside their classmates in a fun 
and supportive environment.

The finished pieces have come together to create a vibrant and 
meaningful display in our classrooms, a wonderful celebration of 
identity, creativity, and community.

You are all welcome to pop in  and have a look at the full display. Our 
students are proud of the work that they have produced!

“I have learnt that stewardship means to have 
gratitude for the environment and the people. It is 
also about looking after God’s creation. 

Jesus doesn’t do all of the work for us. He gives us 
the power to help our world through prayers and 
our actions.” Layla

“It was fun doing portrait artwork with my pencil. I drew my face and tried to make it look like me. It was a bit hard 
because I had to look very closely at my eyes, nose, and mouth. I had to check the little details to make it a good 
one.

After I finished drawing, I painted the background with water colour paints. That was my favourite part because I 
like mixing the colours and making it bright.

Then I wrote some adjectives to describe myself. I wrote that I am helpful, funny, and creative. I felt proud of my 
portrait because it looks like me and it shows who I am.” Henry

“In Room 11 we used pastels to 
make a colourful background to 
go with our photos. 

I liked choosing bright colours 
and blending them together. It 
was messy but fun! After that, 
we wrote sentences to describe 
ourselves. 

It made me feel happy to think 
about the good things about 
me.” 

Peyton

“My portrait is like a special book 
all about me! It doesn’t have any 
words, but the pictures I drew 
tell my story. 

When you look at it, you can see 
the things I love and what makes 
me, me. 

I had so much fun making it and 
sharing my story through my art!” 

Sara 

“I think stewardship is showing leadership in 
using our talents and gifts. A way we can show 
stewardship is to be humble to others, meaning 
that we are not showing off. Because God created 
us all equal and different.” Sienna

“Stewardship is about being grateful for all the 
things God has given us. It is about caring for others 
and the environment. It is shown when everyone 
helps each other and does things to make the 
world better.” Dyuthi

Next up is our Whānau Picnic on Tuesday 31 March - a relaxed afternoon and early evening opportunity to connect, 
enjoy some food together, and have fun as a school community. Bring your picnic and a blanket, and join us!

To finish the term, we’ll be holding an Easter Raffle. We kindly ask for donations of chocolate, books, toys, or anything 
with an Easter theme to the school office. From your generous contributions, we’ll create fabulous Easter hampers for 
you to win. Raffle ticket details will be coming home in your child’s bag later this week.

Finally, we’re excited to share that we would love to relaunch our marvellous PTA with a fresh new name and some 
new recruits. If you’ve ever thought about getting involved (in big or small ways), this is your moment! Keep an eye 
out for details about our Wine & Cheese Social Evening next term on Thursday 7 May - a great chance to meet others 
and find out more in a relaxed setting.

Thank you for your continued support, we couldn’t do this without you.

Ngā mihi, 
The PTA

Term 2 sports 

Term 2 sports registrations will be emailed out very soon. Information and registrations will be for the following:

•	 Tiniball - Yr 1/2 and Yr 3/4

•	 Miniball - Yr 5/6

•	 Basketball - Yr 7/8

•	 Netball - Yr 5/6 and Yr 7/8

•	 Waterpolo - Yr 5/6 and Yr 7/8

Keep an eye on your inbox for all the important details and registration cut-off dates! 

http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/before-after-school-care/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/uniform/

