
Tuesday 17 February 2026

Kia ora koutou,
It is a real privilege to write to you as the incoming Principal of Ss Peter and Paul School. I have 
greatly appreciated the opportunity to begin getting to know our students, staff, whānau and 
parishioners, and I am sincerely thankful for the warm welcome extended to me.

The Mihi Whakatau and Opening Mass were both significant occasions. Together they reflected 
the partnership that sits at the heart of our school, our Catholic faith and our commitment to 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The way these two traditions were woven together spoke clearly of who 
we are as a community grounded in Christ, honouring te ao Māori, and committed to walking 
forward together with respect and integrity.

Across the school, I see our special character lived out not simply as a list of values, but 
through everyday actions. Kindness is shown without hesitation. There is joy in being together. 
It is evident in the big, beautiful smiles of our tamariki each morning, in the way they greet me 
and one another, and in the pride they take in being part of this school.

I also want to acknowledge our fabulous staff. Their professionalism, care and commitment 
to each child is outstanding. Our community is incredibly fortunate to have such dedicated 
people supporting our learners each day. They really are something special!

The term has started extremely well. I have been impressed by the calm, purposeful culture 
of learning and the respect students show one another and their teachers. There is a strong 
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Universal Concept of Change

Rātā students have been looking at the new universal  of change. We worked together on some 
different immersion activities such as, spot the difference and change pictures. These were a good 
way to begin our discussions on change. We then took a scribble and changed it into something 
entirely new. Now that we have gathered all of our thoughts together we will come up with 4 big ideas 
to focus on this year. 

Concept of Change 

Pōhutukawa students have been busy exploring the universal concept of change.

To encourage them in this thinking, they have been immersed in a range of activities to help them come 
up with big ideas about change.

In literacy, each class shared a text and discussed the concept of change in the story.

For physical education, some classes changed their games by swapping and using different equipment 
and changing the rules.

During class karakia, the children were asked to think about what brought about change in the lives of 
Saints Peter and Paul.

The children also looked at visual images and thought about the changes in them.

From these activities, the children brainstormed big ideas about change. 

Nau mai, hoki mai ki te kura - Welcome back to school!

Kōwhai students have had a wonderful start to the year, with their first few days filled with rich learning 
experiences, engaging activities, and exciting discoveries.

SPORTS NEWS

Wednesday 18 February

Ash Wednesday Liturgies

Wednesday 4 March

Board meeting, 6pm  

Monday 16 March

Curriculum Day - school closed to 
students

Thursday 2 April

Last day of Term 1, school closes at 
usual time

Events

Touch rugby 

Touch rugby started last week at Fraser Park for our Yr 7/8 team (Kawakawa), and starts this week at Hutt Park 
for our Yrs 1/2 (Kakariki and Kauri), 3/4 (Mahoe and Totara) and 5/6 (Ngaio and Tawhai) teams. 

In total St Peter and Paul’s has a total of 60 students playing and 15 coaches/managers (some parents doing 
both roles!). 

Ka pai everybody, we wish you all a fun and enjoyable term!

Emalyn Jiang 
Director of Religious Studies

A Reflective Beginning: Teachers’ Retreat at Home of Compassion 
At the end of January, the teachers gathered for a special retreat at Home of Compassion in Island Bay, Wellington. The 
day provided meaningful opportunities to explore the connection between our spiritual lives and basic human needs. 
Throughout the retreat, we reflected on our own journeys of recognising and responding to our intrinsic needs, and 
considered how we can thoughtfully support the needs of our students in the year ahead. It was a valuable time of 
renewal, connection, and shared purpose.
We extend our sincere gratitude to our retreat presenter, Maureen Phillips, for guiding us so thoughtfully and for helping 
us begin the new school year with inspiration and clarity.

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

How to report an absence
t is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via one of the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and 
truant. 

Our school has proudly been part of the Kura Ahurea programme for six years and we are excited to continue 
our participation in this valuable kaupapa. Through guidance from Te Ātiawa ki Te Whanganui a Tara, we 
deepen our understanding of local histories, tikanga and kawa. Two staff representatives attend termly hui 
at Hikoikoi, supported by Te Wharewaka o Pōneke, strengthening our connection with mana whenua. 

At our kura, we honour Te Tiriti o Waitangi, signed in 1840, as Aotearoa New Zealand’s founding agreement. 
It guides partnership, protection, and participation for all. Together, we celebrate our shared history, respect 
tikanga Māori, and nurture understanding so our tamariki grow as confident, connected learners.

KURA AHUREA

Getting to Know Each Other, and Tangrams

Nikau have had a great start to the year getting to know one another and their new teachers and all the 
classes are alive with the buzz of enthusiastic students who are excited to have returned to school.

We have started the year immersing ourselves in our Universal Concept of Change. One of our activities 
has included exploring Tangrams, which is a geometric puzzle consisting of a square cut into seven 
pieces. The students had a lot of fun changing the position of the shapes to create a variety of different 
shapes.

We have also been describing our qualities and interests with our teacher in our writing and in our art and 
doing some great thinking about how we can show our school values in our new classroom and in the 
playground, all the making new friends and reconnecting with old.

They have enjoyed getting to know each other, exploring their new 
learning spaces, setting classroom routines and expectations, and 
building positive friendships. 

As part of their learning, the tamariki reflected on the significance 
of Waitangi Day by signing their class agreements, similar to the 
spirit of unity and commitment shown in the past.

Together, we discussed the importance of living out our school 
values in all our interactions to ensure that respect, peace, and joy 
continue to flourish within our school community.

“Today is the first day of Year 2. I am very excited.” Andrin

Greetings
Kia Ora

Hello
Ata Marie

Good Morning
Ahiahi Marie

Good afternoon
Tēnā Koe

Hello (to one person)

Tēnā korua
Hello (to two people)

Tēnā koutou
Hello (to three or more people)

Kei te pēhea koe? How are you?
Kei te pouri 

ahau?
I am sad

Kei te harikoa 
ahau.

I am happy

Kei te riri ahau?
I am angry

Kei te ngenge ahau?
I am tired

Appointments During School Time
We kindly ask families, where possible, to please schedule appointments (such as medical or dental visits) outside of school 
hours. This helps to reduce interruptions to classroom learning and minimises the impact on our office and teaching staff.

We understand that this isn’t always possible and appreciate your support and consideration when it can be managed.

Thank you for helping us make the most of learning time for all students.

Sacramental Programme 2026
Thank you for taking the time and joining us for the Parent Meeting last Tuesday. If your child is receiving the sacrament, 
please note the rest of the preparation dates.

First Reconciliation - Sunday 22 March 2026
Mass and Preparation - Sunday 22 February, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (parents and children)
Mass and Practice - Sunday 8 March, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (parents and children)
First Reconciliation - Sunday 22 March, 3pm at Ss Peter and Paul Church 

First Communion - Sunday 7 June 2026
Parent meeting - Tuesday 21 April, 7.30pm in the Church (all parents)
Mass and Preparation - Sunday 10 May, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (all parents and children)
Mass and Practice - Sunday 24 May, 9am at Ss Peter and Paul Church (all parents and children)
First Communion - Sunday 7 June, 9am or 5.30pm Mass at Ss Peter and Paul Church (everyone)

Welcoming the Year with Faith and Whanaungatanga
Our school community gathered to mark the beginning of the year with a special Mihi Whakatau and Beginning of Year 
Mass. It was a meaningful occasion as we warmly welcomed our new principal - Whaea Lindsey, our new students, and 
whānau into our kura. 
The mass was celebrated by Fr. Raja who reminded us to trust God as we begin anew. Through prayer, waiata, and 
reflection, we gave thanks for the opportunities ahead and reaffirmed our commitment to our shared values and faith. 
The beautiful and solemn celebration set a positive and unified tone for the year, reminding us of the strength we find in 
coming together as one community.

Ash Wednesday Liturgy
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. It is a special time for prayer and personal reflections. There will be an 
opportunity for family and friends to join us for the Ash Wednesday Liturgy on February 18th. Each area will hold its own 
liturgy, and all are welcome.
Ash Wednesday Timetable 
Nikau - 9.15am, Room 9
Pōhutukawa & Rātā - 11am, Rooms 13 & 14
Kōwhai - 2.15pm, Rooms 2 & 3

“I am excited to go back to school. I am glad to have made new friends. I love playing ‘I Spy’ on the first day of 
school.” Ayesha

Health and Safety
A quick but important reminder about safety at the beginning and end of the school day.

Please ensure you and your children cross the road only at the pedestrian lights or with road patrol. We ask that everyone 
waits patiently and models safe behaviour. Children should never walk between buses. 

Disappointingly, we are seeing adults leading tamariki into unsafe situations by crossing in the wrong places or weaving 
through traffic. Your schedule is never more important than the safety of your child. The few extra seconds it takes to cross 
safely can prevent a serious accident. We all share responsibility for keeping our children safe, and they are watching and 
learning from us.

All children must also be picked up promptly at 2.50pm. Any student who remains at school after 3pm will be taken to 
the school office, where parents and carers will collect them. Students are not permitted to stay and play in the school 
playground after school, as there is no supervision in place and this is unsafe.

If you require after school care, please ensure your child is enrolled in the SKIDS programme. You can find information 
and enrolment details here.

Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.

sense of pride in this place. It is clear that expectations 
are high, relationships are positive, and learning matters 
here, all things that make a principal very happy indeed!

As we continue our journey together, we are guided by 
Christ’s teaching that love is the greatest commandment.

“Ko te aroha te mea nui – Love is the greatest.”

May we continue to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, 
leading with love in our words, our actions and our 
service to others.

Ngā manaakitanga,

Whaea Lindsey 
Tumuaki

Immersions on the Big Idea - Change

This year, our school-wide concept is ‘Change’ - a timely and meaningful idea to explore, especially as we 
begin a new school year and experience many changes within our school community.

In Room 2, the students read the story ‘Best Dressed Bear’ and reflected on how the character felt when 
he could no longer fit into his old clothes. This led to thoughtful discussions about the changes that 
happen as we grow - not only in our bodies, but also in the new responsibilities we take on.

The year 2s explored the concept of change through art. We enjoyed experimenting and combining 
colours, observing the exciting transformations that occurred. 

We also tried the ‘Think out of the Box’ activity and transformed a circle and a pumpkin stem into 
something entirely new. Circles were transformed into a crab, ring, moon, sunflower, anglerfish, person 
and pumpkin. The pumpkin stem inspired creations such as a spicy banana, chili pepper, robot, hand and 
even someone’s dad.

From Room 4’s discussion, here are some of their thoughtful reflections on what change means to them.

“Change happens when I change my hair.” Jhezylia

“I change schools.” Adrian

“Flowers also change.” Esther

“I change my towels.” Mariyam

“When things grow, change happens.” Jezzlyn

“The weather changes.” Eren

“We change our minds.” Room 4

“Change is seen when day becomes night, and night becomes day. Change is when something becomes 
different.” Otis

“I see a change in the screensaver on Miss Tweedie’s laptop, and we are changing rooms.” Joel

PTA NEWS

Welcome back! 

The PTA welcomes back everyone to 2026 Term 1. Hope the summer has been great and the children are back into 
the swing of school.

We are always keen to invite new members to the PTA to contribute new ideas and ways of working together. We 
will have our first meeting this term.  The date and time is TBC so please check out our PTA Facebook page for the 
information and link. It would be great to see you there.

Any questions please email us at pta@stpeterpaul.school.nz Have you joined the PTA Facebook 
group yet? Stay up-to-date with 
school community events by joining f

Netball 

Last weekend our FutureFerns netball players has their first round of games at Taitā Courts. Huge thanks to 
our wonderful Star Helpers who are volunteering for this role, assisting the Junior Co-ordinator by supporting 
a group of players through the activities - the teams couldn’t play without you!  

Ka pai everybody, we wish you all a fun and enjoyable term!

Regulation School Uniform - Term 1
A reminder that sun hats are compulsory in Term 1. Slouch hat (Yrs 1-4) $12, 
bucket hat (Yrs 1-8) $12 and cap (Yrs 5-8) $10. These can be purchased from 
the school office or from the uniform shop (on Wednesday afternoons). 

Girls have the option of wearing the summer dress. 

We have noticed that long white socks, black leggings and coloured hair 
accessories have started to creep in. A reminder that these are not part 
of our school uniform. Please refer to the uniform regulation brochure on 
our school website and the graphic to the right.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it 
is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out 
any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s school bag if needed, 
would also be most helpful.

Here is a selection of them:

•	 Change can be slow sometimes.

•	 Change can be good.

•	 People react differently to change.

•	 Change can be a new beginning.

•	 Change can be sudden.

•	 We can change our behaviour.

•	 Change can help us grow.

•	 Change can be scary.

“To start off our year, Rātā has been learning about 
our universal theme change. We have learned that 
there are many forms of change and it can be a 
positive or a negative thing. We did tasks such as 
spot the difference and how change evolves over 
time.” Isla

“We learned that change can happen in our life, 
but we don’t notice it. One thing I learned about 
change is that small changes sometimes make 
the biggest difference. Our area did activities like 
spotting the difference, and writing and drawing 
about change.” Gianna

“Change happens in the world because nothing in 
the world stays the same forever. As time passes, 
people grow, things change, and situations shift. 

Our class did activities based on change like 
spotting the difference and writing activities, 
which helped us to drive deeper into the topic of 
change,like changing a scribble into a wonderful 
drawing.” Norah

http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/before-after-school-care/
mailto:pta%40stpeterpaul.school.nz?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/315747822133575/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/uniform/

