
Tuesday 9 December 2025

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome to our last full newsletter of the year. It 
certainly is an action packed end to the school 
year with many activities and special events to 
enjoy. We are so appreciative of the many parents 
and wider whānau who have been able to join us 
so far. 

Welcomes and farewells
A special welcome to Kalena who is the last 
student to join us for 2025. Although it’s only been 
a short while, we hope you have enjoyed your start 
to school and have already made many friends in 
your class. 

We welcome Mrs Emalyn Jiang to the role of 
Director of Religious Studies next year. Emalyn 
teaches in Room 5 and is taking over from Miss 
Aurea Casino. 

We have been very blessed to have had Aurea 
in this role for the last few years and our school’s 
special catholic character has been strengthened 
and nurtured by her wonderful work. 

We also welcome Kate Atkinson to the role of 
sports coordinator. For those who don’t know 
Kate, she is not only a member of our wonderful 
team of teacher aides but the talented person who 
produces our fortnightly newsletters.

Yr 5-8 End of Year Celebration (including 
graduation ceremony)

This wonderful celebration was held in the Church 
this morning. Thanks to all the students and 
staff for making it such a memorable occasion. 
Congratulations to students who received special 
awards.

Farewell 

A very fond farewell to all students, staff and 
families who will be leaving us to move onto other 
schools, cities, and countries. May your memories 
of your time here be as warm as my own.

Areas for 2026

Our classroom structure remains very similar to 
this year as you can see outlined below:

Kōwhai: Year 1-2 students - Elaine Stewart (Area 
Leader). Classroom teachers - Giana Maroon, 
Bianca de Leon, Sarah Tweedie, Suni Abraham, 
Emalyn Jiang, Laura Rose. 

Nikau: Year 3-4 students - Sarah Gilmour (Area 
Leader). Classroom teachers - Aurea Casino, 
Janine O’Styke, Sarah Gilmour, Antoniette 
Cagalawan and Emma Findlay. 

Pōhutukawa: Year 5-6 students - Sinead Senek 
(Area Leader) Classroom teachers - Hugh Watson, 
Sinead Senek, Shanann O’Sullivan-Glynn and 
Sarah Swan.

Rātā: Year 7-8 students - Freya Coote (Area 
Leader) Classroom teachers - Ivy Abella, Freya 
Coote and Jenna Dyson (with Craig Horan taking 
over when Jenna goes on parental leave)

Look out for the stationery requirement list, 
which informs you about your child’s classroom 
and teacher, along with a form about school 
donations, coming home tomorrow, Wednesday 
10 December. 

The full classroom lists will be shared with 
students during the day. We find this helps to 
ease any concerns. We appreciate your support 
with encouraging your children to be open to new 
friendships and experiences as this all helps to 
build their resilience and confidence.

Road Patrol Pool Party

Yesterday the annual ‘Thank You Road Patrollers!’ 
event was held at McKenzie Pool. We are very 
grateful to these wonderful students who have 
been out there before and after school, in all kinds 
of weather, keeping their fellow students safe. 

We are pleased to have another great bunch of 
willing volunteers undergoing training for 2026.

We would love you and extended whānau to 
join us for our final end-of-year celebrations 

Kōwhai Christmas Sharing

Always a delight and not to be missed - Thursday 
11 December at 1.45pm in the Church.

Final school assembly

The perfect way to finish our school year together 
- come along and be entertained on Friday at 
9.15am in the church. 

Grateful thanks for the many ways our parents, 
grandparents and wider whanau have supported 
us throughout the year. 

From the practical help on school trips to the quick 
response to phone calls, the friendly supportive 
presence around the school, attendance at school 
liturgies and events - so many ways that together, 
we build a strong community. 

It is with thanks and a grateful heart that I sign off 
the last newsletter of my career. I am very glad 
to end it here, at this beautiful school. Have a 
wonderful Christmas everyone!

Ngā mihi aroha nui

Kay Tester
Principal
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Rātā’s Christmas Show

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas

Rātā area worked hard this term to prepare and present our 
Christmas show to the school and families. Students acted, sang 
and danced their way through two performances of ’The Night 
Before Christmas’. 

In the lead up to the show students were busy making props, 
creating artworks, sourcing costumes and rehearsing. The show, 
which was based on the famous poem by Clement C Moore, was 
a wonderful opportunity for students to push themselves outside 
their comfort zone and try something new. 

It was fun to be in and enjoyed by the audiences. Well Done Rātā!

Pōhutukawa EOTC (Education Outside The Classroom)

During our second trip to the Dowse Art Museum this year, the children explored a textile exhibition and 
looked at different examples of how fabric is used to create various forms of art. They then spent time in 
the creative classroom using fabric to craft a Christmas ornament they could bring home. 

It was a fantastic opportunity to explore various materials for making art.

Christmas Sharing Preparation 

Kōwhai has been awash with singing, performing, and crafting this week. We are busy preparing for our 
Christmas Sharing. The students are very excited to show you what they have created. 

This year we have broken the Nativity story into 7 themes, one for each class. The classes have then 
applied their knowledge from the arts rotation earlier in the term to creatively present their section of the 
Nativity story. 

We look forward to presenting what the students and teachers have worked hard on. Please come and 
join our Kōwhai tamariki in their End of Year Christmas Sharing on Thursday 11 December, 1.45pm. Please 
be seated in the church by 1.35pm.

SPORTS NEWS

Wednesday 10 December
Stationery lists (and classrom 
placements) go home

Last Board meeting of 2025

Thursday 11 December
Kōwhai end of year sharing, 1.45pm

Friday 12 December
End of year assembly, 9.15am, all 
whānau welcome

Monday 15 December

Last day of Term 4, school closes at 
12.30pm

Wednesday 4 February 2026
First day of Term 1

Events

Athletics
Congratulations to all our athletes who participated in the recent Regional Athletics. The level of competition 
was high.

Year 4 Boys 
Leo, Gus, Roman and Boston showed their skills in winning the relay. 
Leo came 2nd in the 60m and 100m and 3rd in the long jump. 
Gus came 2nd in the high jump. 
Roman came 6th in the long jump.

Year 5 Girls 
Indy won the vortex and came 6th in quoits. 
Lucy, Gabby, Indy and Izzy came 5th in the relay.

Year 8 Girls 
Ellie came =3rd in the high jump. 
Ellie, Charlotte, Iylah and Kayleigh came 6th in the relay.

School Outreach: Food Appeal Day
It has been truly inspiring to witness the generosity of our school community once again this year. Our annual, school 
outreach, Food Appeal Day was a wonderful success.
Your kindness and willingness to give continue to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others. Thank you to every 
student, parent, and staff member for your  support for  this important outreach effort.
Together, we are putting faith in action and showing the compassion that defines our school community. 
“What a tremendous effort you have all made to bring items of food for us at St Vincent de Paul to take to families at 
Christmas time. A big THANK YOU from us all and many blessings to you and your families for Christmas!”
Molly Hoffman SVDP

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

Reporting an absence 
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if 
your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any 
unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and truant. 

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

End of Year School Mass 
Thank you to all the parents and families who joined us for the End of Year School Mass. It was a beautiful celebration to 
conclude another busy and fulfilling year. 
We were also grateful to Archbishop Paul for giving a special blessing to Mrs Tester and to the students and staff who 
are leaving us this year.

Te Reo o te Raumati
(Summer Language)

KURA AHUREA

NIkau’s Kiwiana Christmas! 

It was a fantastic celebration for Nikau on Friday. The children loved sharing their STEAM activities with 
our parents and whānau. Over the term the children learnt:

•	 how to make kites, 

•	 about textile art, 

•	 sewing, 

•	 cooking with science, 

•	 sports, and 

•	 kiwiana christmas songs. 

The children were delighted to share in a kiwi BBQ and play volleyball, non-stop cricket and go home, 
stay home. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Nikau!

“My Favourite part was Santa Claus. I loved that he was funny.” Charlotte, Room 5

“My favourite bit was the curtain call. I loved how it made me really happy.” Nikau child

“My favourite bit was the snowman, especially when he was yelling and chasing Louie. I also thought the 
costume was very cool.” Saoirse, Room 9

Collection of Medicines - by Monday 15 December
All medicines that are kept in the school office for your child/children are available for collection at any time with the cut-off 
being 12:30pm on Monday 15 December 2025.  

Any medicines left at school will be taken to a local pharmacy for their appropriate disposal. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Important Dates to Remember - 2026
Uniform Shop Open by Appointment Only  

Friday 30 January and Monday 2 February, 10am - 4pm 

To make your appointment please follow the below steps: 

Please go to  https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz

Select ‘Make a Booking’

Enter the code: 8vhb3

School Office Opens

Wednesday 28 January 9.30am - 3pm & daily thereafter during the same hours, until school commences for the new year.

School Commences

Wednesday 4 February 8:50am

Click here for 2026 Term Dates 

“My favourite part was when the reindeer and the mouse, when they were hiding from the snowman. I liked 
how they kept moving around - it was entertaining.” Henry, Room 8

“My favourite bit was the curtain call. It was entertaining and I liked how they showcased all their roles.” 
Lenora, Room 13

“I really enjoyed the fairies as I thought they were very enthusiastic. I loved their beautiful wings, tutus and I 
loved them.” Riddhi, Room 12

Thank You  
As I prepare to step down from my role as Director of Religious Studies, my heart is full of gratitude. It has been one of 
the most meaningful and important roles I have ever been entrusted with, and I feel blessed to have served our school 
community in this way.
My sincere thanks to our Principal, Mrs Tester, and to my colleagues for their support and collaboration. I have especially 
cherished working with our students, particularly our Christian Service Leaders, past and present, whose energy and 
dedication have been inspiring.
Thank you all for everything. Wishing you a happy and blessed Christmas!
With appreciation and blessings,
Aurea Casino

Williams Park Trip

Pōhutukawa students enjoyed an exciting day at Williams Park in Eastbourne for the last part of their EOTC 
programme. 

Students rotated through a range of five fun and hands-on activities. The kayaking sessions were led by 
the instructors at Wildfinder, water safety sessions provided the children with knowledge on beach safety 
and watching out for peers. Orienteering tested the children’s ability to use a compass and find clues 
to a puzzle. The bush walk gave the children a chance to connect with nature and uncover some tiny 
houses tucked along the track. And padder tennis brought out everyone’s energy, friendly competition, 
and plenty of laughter. 

A huge thank you to our parent helpers who made the day possible. A wonderful way to finish the year 
together.

Kātahi te rangi paki ko tēnei!
It’s such a beautiful day!

Nau mai, e te raumati!
I’m ready for summer!
Hoake tātou ki tātahi.
Let’s go to the beach.

Kia mahana mai hoki tēnei rā.
It’s so warm today.

Kua tae mai te raumati!
Summer’s finally here!

Touch and Netball 
The Term 4 season for these sports has finished, or are due to finish this week. Many thanks to all those 
who have been involved in any way.

Thanks
As I move on from the Sports Co-ordinators position I wish to thank all those parents and other family 
members who have volunteered to be coaches, star helpers and managers of teams of the past years, plus 
those who have helped in many other ways as officials, timers etc.
You have all made it possible for all of our students to be involved in their chosen sports and I am sure Kate 
will receive the same support in 2026.

Ordering lunch in 2026
From Term 1, 2026 we will be using Ezlunch, part of the Kindo platform, for all 
online lunch orders.

Ezlunch offers a simple, mobile-friendly way for families to order fresh, tasty 
lunches from the same local providers you already know and love. The ordering 
process is quick, payments are secure, and delivery to school is reliable and easy.

Parents can order using the Kindo app (iPhone and Android) and choose from 
a range of convenient payment options including card, bank transfer, Google 
Pay, Apple Pay and more. The system also includes helpful allergen alerts and 
automated reminders, so no one misses out on lunch day.

Ezlunch is free for schools, reduces admin time, and makes it easier for families 
to stay organised.

We’re excited to bring this service to our school community and look forward to 
launching with Ezlunch in Term 1, 2026.

Sts Peter and Paul School
2025 Scholarships and Special Awards

Well done Harry Peszynski, for 
showing academic promise, 
earning yourself an Edward 

O’Brien Scholarship.  

Well done Claudia Cooray, for 
showing academic promise, 
earning yourself an Edward 

O’Brien Scholarship.

Issac Imoa, you have shown 
tolerance, patience and 
determination this year. 

Good work earning a Nicola 
Shanahan Manawanui 

Scholarship.

 Lydia Gore, you have shown 
tolerance, patience and 

determination this year. Good 
work earning a Nicola Shanahan 

Manawanui Scholarship.

Our Year 8 Helen Boyle Cup is 
awarded to Isabella Balliwag 
for her outstanding service 

and contribution to the Special 
Character of our School.

Our Year 6 Michael Young 
Cup is awarded to Nathaniel 
Manahan for his outstanding 

service and contribution to the 
Special Character of our School.

Our Year 8 Helen Boyle Cup is 
awarded to Chido Guwuriro 
for her outstanding service 

and contribution to the Special 
Character of our School.

Our Year 6 Michael Young Cup 
is awarded to Luka Barthel for 

his outstanding service and 
contribution to the Special 

Character of our School.

Well done Jacob Ursua for 
showing stewardship through 

your care and kindness 
towards others and earning 
the Jansen Family award for 

‘Values in Action’.

Well done Janet Noel for 
always displaying aroha for 
others in your actions and 

words and earning the Jansen 
Family award for ‘Values in 

Action’.

COMMUNITY NEWS
 

 

  
 

 

 
FREE Dental Checks! 

Ss Peter and Paul School 
 

The Bee Healthy Dental Mobile will be parked at your school in 
term 1 from 9th February to 13th March.  Once seen, your child 
will be given a completion certificate which will inform you of 
what happens next.   
Please search your child's school bag for one of the following: 

• Your child requires no further appointments this year 
• Your child needs an appointment at your local Dental 

hub for further care. 
Your local Hub clinic is: Naenae 
 
If your child is not enrolled in the service please scan the QR 
code below to complete the enrolment form: 

 
To update your contact details, please call 0800 TALK TEETH 
(825 583) or scan the QR code below: 

 
If you have pre-school aged children please call us to arrange 
an appointment for their annual dental checkup at the Dental 
Hub.   
 
To book or reschedule an appointment, please call 0800 TALK 
TEETH (825 583). 
 

Private Bag 31907 Lower Hutt 
www.beehealthy.org.nz | 0800 TALK TEETH (825 583) 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__govt.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb-26id-3D80c17db61d-26e-3Dc5552cddfe&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=3cT2aiLu8kzCHr2CBamsoVyIPR31qsE_s1A1j2POUNY&m=Qt99NizLVgwNjoJrkuJvWrq1uXsuultB26VO85oh8CJD5LBar9Fci1WcvmseRF55&s=VofaA5b-A8Yng20yG4OMHgX78CciH2vLa5g6g7c9Zi8&e=
http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/term-dates/
https://www.ezlunch.co.nz/

