
Tuesday 25 November 2025

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcomes and farewells
A special welcome to our newest members of 
Kōwhai. Gauthami joins her big sister at school 
while Nathaniel, Kianna and their families join us 
for the very first time. 

We hope you settle very happily into school life 
and enjoy these last few weeks of our school year. 

Celebration of People and Culture Festival

This special day just gets stronger and stronger. 

Many thanks to the generous and talented 
support of parents, grandparents, wider whānau, 
staff and students who enabled us to experience 
performances, music, food, and stories from 
different parts of the world. 

We learnt much about the many cultures that make 
our school community so vibrant and colourful.

Special thanks to our Student Cultural Leaders, 
and those who gathered around them, under the 
guidance of Ms Abellla, for their vital role in the 
success of our day. 

A farewell gift of a Korowai to our school 

During the final session of the day, Kora Gee, one 
of our Year 8 students presented the beautiful gift 
of a Korowai to the school. 

Prior to the presentation, Kora gave a very moving 
speech to all those gathered. She told us that a 
Korowai is a traditional Māori cloak. It is far more 
than a garment though; it is a symbol of mana 
(status, prestige, integrity), protection and honour. 

Kora has spent many hours weaving and sewing, 
using the beautiful colours that represent Ss Peter 
and Paul School. She spoke of how the Korowai 
is a thank you woven into every thread. It is both 
a symbol of the protection and care she has 
received and of the honour and respect she holds 
for this school. 

It was with a sense of great humility and gratitude 
that I responded to Kora and her family for this 
beautiful gift; one of such cultural significance and 
crafted with love and care. This Korowai, and the 
story behind it, will be treasured by our school 
community now, and in the years to come. 

A visit from our new principal

Last week, I enjoyed taking Lindsey Dailly around 
every classroom to introduce her to the students 
and staff. Lindsey told the students that she would 
like to be known to them as Whaea Lindsey. 

We look forward to welcoming Lindsey back to 
spend a day with us next week. This is all very 
helpful for a smooth transition.

End of Year Thanksgiving Mass

There are many exciting activities happening 
during these last three weeks of the school year. 

One particularly special one will be our Mass 
which will be celebrated by Arch Bishop Paul 
Martin. Fr Patrick and the Vicar for Education will 
also be joining us for what will be my final school 
Mass as a principal. 

As always, parents and wider whānau are most 
welcome to attend.

Further information on coloured sand recall

For your interest, here is further information 
provided to schools from the Ministry of education 
for their communities: 

Health New Zealand Chief Medical Officer, Dr Joe 
Bourne, has an important message for all parents 
and carers who have been expressing concerns 
about the impact of asbestos in coloured sand 
to their children’s health. Health advice for 
households 

Class Organisation for 2026

Our teachers will soon start looking at the 
placement of students for next year as they bring 
knowledge of who works well together, who 
might benefit from being in a separate grouping 
etc. Much time and effort is dedicated to getting a 
good mix for everyone as we look for:

•	 A mix of students’ learning abilities, behaviours 
and dispositions

•	 A good gender balance

•	 The age range of students

•	 Specific needs of students

•	 Friendship groupings

Occasionally parents may email me with a specific 
need they would like us to take into consideration 
when making these placements. 

We will always take this into account but cannot 
guarantee it will be reflected in the final decision 
as this must consider the balance and needs of 
all students. For example, it is not possible to 
accommodate specific requests for individual 
teachers you or your child might like to have. We 
are very appreciative of your understanding with 
this. 

Stationery lists (which show classroom placements) 
will go home on Wednesday 10 December. This 
information will be shared with students earlier in 
the afternoon.

Kay Tester
Principal
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Rātā Christmas production

Rātā has been working hard on our Christmas production. There has been singing, dancing and acting 
happening throughout the school as we get everything together to put on a fantastic show. 

The show for families will be on the 3rd of December at 6pm so be sure to pop by for our own 
rendition of “A Night Before Christmas”.

Ākau Tangi Sports Centre 

Pōhutukawa students went on their first trip of 
the term. They enjoyed an amazing day at Ākau 
Tangi Sports Centre in Kilbirnie discovering 
various new games like pickleball, gagaball, 
ki-o-rahi, and Tchoukball. 

It was delightful to see them participate so 
happily in all the activities and give them a try. 

New Entrant Blessing

Last week, we had a special celebration to welcome 
our new entrant ākonga to our school community. 

Room 4 did an amazing presentation of the bible 
story ‘A Net Full of Fish’ which Father Tom beautifully 
related to the new children joining a new boat, in this 
case, the new school that they will be a part of. 

It was great to have all of our new families join and 
be a part of the blessing.

SPORTS NEWS

Thursday 27 November

All library books due back

Tuesday 2 December

End of year school Mass, 9.15am all 
whānau welcome 

Wednesday 3 December

Rātā show, 6pm

Friday 5 December

Non-uniform day, St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal

Nikau’s Kiwiana Christmas, 1.30pm

Monday 8 December
School reports go home

Tuesday 9 December

Year 5-8 EOY celebration (inc Yr 6 
boys and Yr 8 girls graduation), 11am

Wednesday 10 December
Stationery lists (and classrom 
placements) go home

Monday 15 December

Last day of Term 4, school closes at 
12.30pm

Wednesday 4 February 2026
First day of Term 1

Events

Athletics 

Congratulations to our athletes who have made it into Regionals being held today, in Masterton. 

Leo will be participating in 60m, 100m, long jump and quoits, plus relay.

Roman will be participating in long lump and relay with Gus and Boston.

Indy will be participating in quoits and vortex as well as relay alongside Lucy, Gabby and Izzy.

Ellie will be participating in high jump and relay along with Charlotte, Iylah and Kayleigh.

We had 3 successful relay teams!

Two other athletes, Chanelle and Apaula, also qualified but are unable to attend.

Aurea Casino 
Director of Religious Studies

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
On Friday 5 December, we will hold a non-uniform day. Students are invited to wear their favourite Christmas-themed  
clothing, such as the colours of Advent (purple, pink, white and green).
As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting our wider community, we encourage each student to bring a non-
perishable item to school for the Christmas Appeal. These donations will help support families who may need a little bit 
of assistance to celebrate the festive season. Many thanks for your continued support of our annual St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal.
Suggested items to bring
Breakfast cereals, Christmas treats, packets of biscuits, canned fruit, rice, pasta and/or pasta sauce, pudding, teabags, 
coffee, milo, chocolate drinks, jelly, noodles, mince pies, chocolates, lollies, powdered milk, sugar.
For families who wish to receive a Christmas hamper, please email Molly Hoffman at je.mf.hoffman@xtra.co.nz
To help with the preparation and delivery of hampers, please include the following details in your email:
•	 Your full name
•	 Address
•	 Contact phone number
•	 Number of children (including their age and gender)

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

Reporting an absence 
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if 
your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any 
unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and truant. 

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

Curriculum Donations 
We want to express our gratitude to everyone who has already contributed to our curriculum donation this year. This 
donation will cover all of our trips and activities, both within and outside the classroom. Our school does not receive 
funding from the Ministry for these extra-curricular activities; instead, we rely on donations from parents.

Thank you very much for considering this.

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sacrament of Confirmation 
A BIG congratulations to all our students who recently received their Sacrament of Confirmation. May they continue to be 
blessed as they grow in their journey of faith.

Useful kupu (words) and phrases for Kirihimete/Christmas.

KURA AHUREA

Regulation School Uniform - Term 4
A reminder that sun hats are compulsory in Term 4. Slouch hat (Yrs 1-4) $12, bucket hat (Yrs 1-8) $12 and cap (Yrs 5-8) $10. 
These can be purchased from the school office or from the uniform shop (on Wednesday afternoons). 

As we switch into summer uniform, girls have the option of wearing the summer dress. 

We have noticed that long white socks, black leggings and coloured hair accessories have started to creep in. A reminder 
that these are not part of our school uniform. Please refer to the uniform regulation brochure on our school website.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s 
school bag if needed, would also be most helpful.

Kiwiana! 

Nikau’s inquiry this term has been celebrating Kiwiana, the unique things that make New Zealand special, 
linked to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) learning. 

The children loved sharing and discussing all the Kiwiana they know and drawing images to represent 
these. These images have been used on the Kiwiana kites that they made, where they have also learnt to: 

•	 measure out the cross point

•	 wrap string in a cross pattern to make the frame sturdy

•	 thread string around the perimeter, keeping it tight and robust

•	 layer the paper design on top, fold neat corners, and create an overhang for securing.

“It was cool. My family was there. My cousin, my cousin’s baby, and my Auntie were there.” Zavayah

“I read a prayer at the blessing and my sisters were watching me. I was very proud.” Ultan

“I like doing the prayers on the stage.” Grace

“I like the performance of Room 4.” Rebecca

“I liked it when I went to the stage with my Mum.” Mayumi

“I like to go to the stage with my Mum and my Daddy.” Serena

“I liked seeing my Mum. I also went to the stage with my Mummy and my sister.” Lucy

Next up was our Kiwiana-themed Christmas decoration. After choosing a shape and designing their 
images, the children have learnt to:

•	 transfer their design by accurate tracing onto fabric

•	 use fabric pens to create their design on their decoration

•	 practise hand sewing and needlework skills

•	 stuff their decoration and sew the final edges together

•	 plait a cord so their decoration can hang on the tree.

“The production is coming together well!. My role has some funny parts to it so it catches the audience off 
guard. Overall, the production will be great and I think everyone has benefited from pushing more out of their 
comfort zones. The more confidence you can build the easier it is” Heidi 

“I am enjoying the show. I have a speaking role. It has been fun to put everything together and see the 
outcome.” Kaitie

“It’s thrilling just thinking about how close it is! We’ve worked so hard in such a short space of time. I am 
excited for people to see what we’ve come up with.” Kora

NEWS FROM THE BOARD
Message from the Board on Te Tiriti o Waitangi removal from Education Act

Kia ora e te whānau,

As you would have no doubt seen in the news of recent weeks, the New Zealand government has decided to remove the 
obligation on school boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

As a school board we have discussed this matter and unanimously agreed to continue to embed the Principles of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi into our governance and decision-making.

We want to reassure our community that we remain committed to continuing to embed the Principles of Te Tiriti, whether the law 
is changed or not. We do this via our school strategic plans and the actions that stem from these plans. Our teaching staff are 
committed to helping students understand and value te reo, te ao Māori, tikanga Māori, and mātauranga Māori as essential to 
our nation’s history and identity. By doing this, we uphold tangata whenuatanga and support Māori learners in being recognised 
and affirmed as Māori.

As a School community with a Catholic identity, continuing to take this direction is consistent with our Catholic Social Teaching 
and values. You may have also seen that the New Zealand Catholic Education Office has made public statements to this effect 
and strongly encourages all Catholic school boards to continue to give effect to Te Tiriti as an essential component of our Special 
Character responsibilities.

We believe our school is enriched by the diversity of our multicultural community and we all benefit from the continued investment 
in honouring Te Tiriti throughout the school context. We also believe these principles help us to nurture a community where every 
child feels known, valued and loved – spiritually, culturally and academically.

Ngā mihi nui

Ss Peter & Paul School Board

“My favourite game was pickleball as I could use my squash skills and have fun playing it.” Quinn

“I loved gagaball because it was a bit like dodgeball and it was fast.” Harper

“I liked pickleball because it was fun and I had to really concentrate.” Nia

“My favourite game was gagaball because it was a good way to have fun and get exercise too.” Elaina 

“I like pickleball because it is similar to padel tennis and you can compete with others.” Riaan

“I loved gagaball because you could run around and hit the ball fast.” Ryan

“I liked pickleball because I could hit the ball as hard as I could with the bat.” Zavier

LIBRARY

Reminder
Please return your 

library books
by thursday 27/11

for the library
stocktake  

CULTURAL DAY
Cultural Day highlights how our diverse backgrounds can unite us in 
harmony. 
It honours and celebrates the richness of our cultures and the strength 
we gain from one another as we stand together as one community. 
We enjoyed performances, music, food, games, and stories from around 
the world, and we learnt about the many cultures that make our school 
such a vibrant and colourful place.

Discovery Times

We are lucky to have had some great weather for our last few 
Discovery times, so we have had plenty of outdoor activities going 
on. Kōwhai students love having the sandpit open as well as the water 
play trough out.

With the year about to end, we have been re-emphasizing the 
importance of developing positive social relationships during play 
time. We have revisited the different course of actions we need to do 
to resolve conflict in a respectful way. 

Discovery time remains the favourite time of the week for all Kōwhai 
tamariki, as seen in the pictures below.

We have also been busy using pastels to prepare Kiwiana art.

Finally we have been making Hokey Pokey which included measuring ingredients and watching chemistry 
in action.

2025 Cultural Leaders, from L-R: Heidi, 
Sophie, Isaac, Jacob, Arlo (Isabella absent)

Meri Kirihimete Merry Christmas
Rākau Kirihimete Christmas tree
Hākari Kirihimete Christmas feast
Hīmene Kirihimete Christmas Hymns
Mihi atu Say thank you
Kia ora Thank you

Tēna koe i tēnei taonga
Thank you for this present

Meri Kirihimete ki a koutou te whānau!
Merry Christmas to you and your whānau!

The enthusiasm, focus, perseverance, and joy from the children in 
their work has made for many fun afternoons of hard work. 

There has also been a huge amount of patience, teamwork and 
helping each other to complete the trickier parts.

We are really excited to share all of this learning with you at our 
Kiwiana Christmas on Friday 5 December from 1.30pm. 

Collection of Medicines - by Monday 15 December
All medicines that are kept in the school office for your child/children are available for collection at any time with the cut-off 
being 12:30pm on Monday 15 December 2025.  

Any medicines left at school will be taken to a local pharmacy for their appropriate disposal. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__govt.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb-26id-3D80c17db61d-26e-3Dc5552cddfe&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=3cT2aiLu8kzCHr2CBamsoVyIPR31qsE_s1A1j2POUNY&m=Qt99NizLVgwNjoJrkuJvWrq1uXsuultB26VO85oh8CJD5LBar9Fci1WcvmseRF55&s=VofaA5b-A8Yng20yG4OMHgX78CciH2vLa5g6g7c9Zi8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__govt.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb-26id-3D80c17db61d-26e-3Dc5552cddfe&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=3cT2aiLu8kzCHr2CBamsoVyIPR31qsE_s1A1j2POUNY&m=Qt99NizLVgwNjoJrkuJvWrq1uXsuultB26VO85oh8CJD5LBar9Fci1WcvmseRF55&s=VofaA5b-A8Yng20yG4OMHgX78CciH2vLa5g6g7c9Zi8&e=
http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
mailto:je.mf.hoffman%40xtra.co.nz?subject=
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/uniform/
https://www.nzceo.org.nz/statement-on-the-education-and-training-amendment-bill-no-2/

