
Tuesday 11 November 2025

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcomes and farewells
A special welcome to Aahonde who is our newest 
member of Kōwhai. We hope you settle very 
happily into school life and enjoy these last few 
weeks of our school year. 

At the end of the year we will say a very fond 
farewell to Ryan Glentworth and Grace Allan, two 
much-loved members of the Nikau teaching team. 
We have been so fortunate to have them begin 
their teaching career with us and wish them well 
as they move on to their next big adventure. 

We also say grateful thanks and farewell to Margie 
Hahn from a full time teaching position but will 
be very happy to see her regularly next year as a 
relief teacher.

A big thanks to Christine Bartlett, who is stepping 
down from her role of coordinator for outside of 
school sport. Christine has done a wonderful job 
supporting and coordinating sporting opportunities 
for our students. 

Health & Safety - the essential school sun hat 
during terms 1 and 4

All students must have a school hat to be able to 
play outside at lunchtime or participate fully in any 
afternoon outdoor sports or activities. Without this, 
they must remain in shaded areas for protection 
from the damaging rays of the sun. 

As you can imagine, this restriction of play or sport 
is not something that is welcomed by students or 
staff. Also, it can cause upset if a student without a 
hat grabs another’s to avoid this restriction. 

Please support us by ensuring your child has a 
clearly named school sun hat. These are available 
for purchase from the school office - slouch and 
bucket styles for $12 and the cap (year 5-8 only) 
for $10.

Schooling Equity Index (EQI)

The EQI is a statistical model that estimates the 
extent to which students face social-economic 
barriers to achievement at school The information 
that this model provides allows the Ministry of 
Education to better target resourcing to mitigate 
the impact of socio-economic barriers. One way 
they do this is through the School Donations 
Scheme. 

Schools in the scheme receive $150 per student 
per year to ease the pressure and expectations 
put on households by donation payments.

Due to  our school having an equity index lower 
than 432 (currently at 383) we are not able 

to access the Ministry of Education’s School 
Donations Scheme.  Instead we rely on our parent 
community to make a donation to fund the activity 
related costs to support and enhance the delivery 
of a broad and rich curriculum.

Curriculum donation 

Surveys of parents over the years have indicated 
a high level of satisfaction with the quality and 
quantity of trips and activities their children receive 
and a willingness to make a donation to provide 
these. 

Each area plans out their year, budgeting on this 
donation being paid by everyone. For 2025 this 
gave a combined budget of $61,000. However 
we currently face a shortfall of $13,655. 

To help with this shortfall:

•	 Please consider making a part or full donation 
if you have yet to make it.

•	 Alternatively, if you have already made your 
payment for the year, you might like to make 
an additional donation. 

Long term though, should parents be unwilling 
or unable to pay this Curriculum Donation, then 
we will have to look at other options for such a 
significant shortfall is not financially sustainable. 

These may include:

•	 Asking parents who may be financially able, to 
consider funding a further part or full donation. 

•	 Reducing the number of trips and activities. 

Many thanks for your consideration. Students 
love their trips and activities and they add such 
enrichment to their school life.

Celebration of People and Culture Festival

We are looking forward to our Cultural Day on 
Thursday, designed to celebrate and embrace 
the culture and traditions that make each of us 
unique, yet connect us in so many ways. 

We give thanks for the generous and talented 
support of parents, grandparents, staff and 
students. 

Don’t forget that students are warmly invited to 
wear cultural clothing and accessories on that day.

Kay Tester
Principal
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Ākau Tangi Sports - Session 3

Rātā had their final session at Ākau Tangi. 

The staff, coaches and athletes that worked 
with the girls have been thoroughly impressed 
with their behaviour, attitude and willingness 
to give everything a go. 

STEM Challenge 

A delightful buzz filled the Pōhutukawa area last 
Friday while the children collaborated in teams during 
our STEM challenge afternoon. Every team needed 
to work together to create a device that would roll 
a marble across the floor to hit a target in the least 
amount of time. 

Each group had 15 sheets of paper and a roll of sticky 
tape to construct their device. It was wonderful to 
see the children work through their ideas and create 
a variety of unique designs. 

Everyone had a great afternoon!

The Seasons

It was a memorable start to this season of Spring with stormy, windy, rainy and really hot weather – all 
seasons in one day. 

Kōwhai have been learning about the different seasons, and the children have written about their favourite 
season, sharing their opinion on their seasonal choice. Snowballs and sledding in winter, along with ice 
creams and swimming in summer were on the top of the list. 

During the Arts rotation, Room 4 children created art about spring, inspired by the classical music of 
Antonio Vivaldi. Rooms 1, 5 and 6 explored the technique of pointillism and created a dot art of the 
different seasons to go with their writing. 

SPORTS NEWS

Thursday 13 November

School Cultural Day Celebration

Tuesday 2 December

End of year school Mass, 9.15am all 
whānau welcome 

Tuesday 9 December

Year 5-8 EOY celebration (inc Yr6 
boys & Yr8 girls graduation), 11am

Monday 8 December

School reports go home

Monday 15 December

Last day of Term 4, school closes at 
12.30pm

Events

Our Touch and Netball teams are in full action and it is great to hear some feedback about games and skills.

Interzone Athletics
With the Zone event over, we now have our Year 4-6 qualifiers all set for action at the Interzone, hopefully 
completed today despite the changeable weather.

Congratulations to the following who qualified in the top 3 for their events:

Leo - 1st in 60m, 100m, 1= High Jump, 1st Quoits, 2nd Long Jump 
Gus - 1= High Jump 
Roman - 1st Long Jump, 2nd Vortex, (also in 60m, 100m) 
Ava - 1st Long Jump 
Indy - 1st Vortex, 1st Quoit 
Night - 1st Long Jump, 2nd 100m, 200m, Long Jump  
Lucy - 3rd 100m (also in 200m) 
Felipe - 2nd 800m (also in High and Long Jump) 
Abby - 2nd 800m, 2nd Long Jump 
Withnye - 2nd 800m 
Brooke - 2nd High Jump (also in 100m)

Other athletes joining us in a variety of events are Ronan, Gabby, Izzy, Evelyn, Avalia, Frankie, Maaz, Kloie, 
Hudson, Apaula and Hine.

Our relay teams also qualified with Year 4 Boys and Girls, Year 5 Boys and Girls and Year 6 Girls all coming 
1st and Year 6 Boys placing 2nd.

The athletes that joined us for the relays were Boston, Kaia, Arabella, Jack, Jax and Adam.

Our Year 7/8 girls go straight to Interzone.

Added to the list from 2 weeks ago are Katsi and Angel who join Charlotte and Harleigh in the Shotput. 
 
To go to Regionals students must meet the qualifying standard as set by the organisers and finish in the top 
3 in their event.

For relays it is only the first placed team who qualifies for Regionals.

It is the parents responsibility to get their child to Regionals and if they qualify you will receive more information. 

Regionals are in Masterton on Tuesday 25 November.

Aurea Casino 
Director of Religious Studies

All Saints’ Day Liturgies
Last week, our school celebrated All Saints’ Day with special liturgies across all 
year levels. It was wonderful to see parents and families join us in prayer and 
reflection.
All Saints’ Day reminds us that holiness is a calling for everyone. The saints’ lives 
inspire us to live with faith, kindness, and courage in our everyday actions. 
Thank you to our community for coming together to celebrate this meaningful 
celebration in the Catholic Church.

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

Reporting an absence 
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if 
your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any 
unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and truant. 

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

Curriculum Donations 
We want to express our gratitude to everyone who has already contributed to our curriculum donation this year. This 
donation will cover all of our trips and activities, both within and outside the classroom. Our school does not receive 
funding from the Ministry for these extra-curricular activities; instead, we rely on donations from parents.

Thank you very much for considering this.

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Confirmation Day, Sunday 16 November, 2pm
Many of our Year 3 students have been preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Archbishop Paul Martin will be 
leading this special celebration. 
We are delighted to be joining with all the Te Awakairangi parishes for this occasion, making it a wonderful gathering of 
faith and community. This will be the first time we have celebrated Confirmation together with all the parishes.

At our school, we believe that education, culture, and identity are woven together to help our tamariki thrive. 
When children see their culture and language valued in learning, they grow in confidence, belonging, and 
pride. 
The Treaty of Waitangi helps guide us in creating an environment where everyone’s culture is respected and 
celebrated, benefiting all who learn and teach together. Embracing language and culture strengthens our 
community and supports every learner to succeed. 
Here are some simple te reo Māori phrases to help us share positivity each day: 

KURA AHUREA

Regulation School Uniform - Term 4
A reminder that sun hats are compulsory in Term 4. Slouch hat (Yrs 1-4) $12, bucket hat (Yrs 1-8) $12 and cap (Yrs 5-8) $10. 
These can be purchased from the school office or from the uniform shop (on Wednesday afternoons). 

As we switch into summer uniform, girls have the option of wearing the summer dress. 

We have noticed that long white socks, black leggings and coloured hair accessories have started to creep in. A reminder 
that these are not part of our school uniform. Please refer to the uniform regulation brochure on our school website.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s 
school bag if needed, would also be most helpful.

“This term for our EOTC learning we have been going 
to Ākau Tangi Sports Centre and participating in 
different sports. In week two we played badminton, 
gymnastics, turbo touch and basketball. 

In week three we participated in gagaball, 
pickleball, volleyball and floorball. Lastly, in week 
6 we played ultimate frisbee, dodgeball, ki-o-rahi 
and inflatables. 

I really enjoyed all the sports we played and the 
staff teaching us the sports were all extremely nice 
and fun” Kora

Kite STEAM activity 

In Nikau we have been working through a kite STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and 
Mathematics) activity. 

The tamariki followed step-by-step instructions, they had to measure straws, connect them using rope 
and then connect their kite face to the back of it. It was great to see everyone’s creativity in their kite 
designing about kiwiana. 

All classrooms worked through different challenges faced and used their collaborative skills to support 
each other. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Here is some art and opinion writing on the topic.

“Spring is lots of fun because it is the season of 
flowers. Sometimes I see baby animals. Even if it 
rains, I can get warm and drink hot chocolate. I can 
also watch TV. I really like spring.” Elouise

“I like summer because I can go to the store and 
buy a pool. After that, I can go home and go to my 
backyard and put water in the pool. When the pool 
is full of water, I jump into the pool, and I make a BIG 
SPLASH! I swim in the pool and afterwards, I am so 
cold.” Samuel

“I like summer. I get to swim in the pool.” Roman

“I like winter because I like playing in the snow.” Olivia

“I like spring because I get to see the blossoms. I like looking at the flowers.” 
Jessica

“I love spring because baby animals are born, flowers bloom and it’s sunny. 
It might rain but I can stay inside and play with my family until the rain stops. 
Bears wake up and three-leaved clovers are everywhere and that’s why I 
love spring.” Angeleen

YEAR 1-3 ATHLETICS

The Year 1-3 athletics was a great afternoon with new challenges for the children. Please enjoy reading the 
students favourite things about the afternoon.

“The best part of the activities was putting a bean bag on our heads, so we could run around the cone and back. It was 
tricky to keep it balanced on my head.” Samuel, Rm 1

“The obstacle course was really fun. We had to jump over the hurdles and weave through the cones. It was hard work 
making sure we didn’t trip over.” Olivia, Rm 2

“I enjoyed the throwing activity, we had to throw a tennis ball into the bucket. We had to make sure we aimed for the 
bucket, I got the tennis ball in there three times.” Otis, Rm 3

“I loved running in the relays because I got to race my friends and get a prize at the end. I also really liked the ladder game, 
we had to run and hop following the track.” Riva, Rm 3a

“My favourite challenge was vortex, we got to throw the vortex down the court. It was fun to try and throw it as far as we 
could. I got the vortex to go further away from me.” Adela, Rm 4

“We had a great time trying out all the skills, there were lots of fun activities like the throwing, running and ladder run. It 
was awesome to try so many new things.” Elaine, Anthony, Zane, Rm 5

“The best parts of the afternoon was competing in the obstacle run, throwing the tennis ball and the relays. They were all 
a little tricky but lots of fun to do.” Lulu, Connar, Aisa, Rm 6

“I loved when we had to balance the tennis balls on the spoons. We had to run fast and not drop the ball, I was careful and 
made sure I had a steady hand.” Abigail, Rm 7

“The hula hoop jump was great fun. We were in lines and hula hoops were spread out across the ground. We had to do 
different jumps into the hoops, the trickiest one was using one foot in the hoop then jumping out with two feet.” Sylvie, 
Rm 10 

“The tennis ball and spoon race was competitive and fun, I liked racing other people while I had to hold a tennis ball in a 
spoon without it falling out. I did it without dropping the ball.” Jack, Rm 11

A special thank you to the year 4 students who helped guide the classes around their activities. 

“I really enjoyed adding the kiwiana designs to the front of the kite, it made it bright and showed the things I love 
to do and have in New Zealand.” Harper

“It was really challenging to thread the string around the outside edge of the kite.“ Peyton

“We had to make the structure really strong so our kite would hold together.” Athena

“I found it fun to share my craft skills with other classes in Nikau, especially with wrapping the string around the 
centre point.” Jaeden

He waka eke noa
We’re all in this together.

Kia kaha e hoa mā
Let’s go team!

Kāore i tua atu i a koe!
There’s no one better than you!

Ka mau te wehi! 
That’s outstanding.

“In term four, our EOTC learning has been going to 
Ākau Tangi every Monday for three weeks. 

We have been taught by the great staff there how to 
play multiple sports such as badminton, basketball, 
volleyball, turbo touch, floorball and many more. 

We all enjoyed it and had a great time improving 
our sports skills together.” Maya

“Ākau Tangi was a bit tiring, but also really fun. 

Out of three sessions we did; gymnastics, gagaball, 
turbo touch, badminton, inflatables, pickleball, 
dodgeball, basketball, floorball, ultimate frisbee, 
volleyball and ki-o-rahi (not in this order), my 
favorite sport was Gymnastics. 

All  the instructors were really nice and explained 
everything very clearly and helped us when we 
needed help from them.” Katie

http://teawakairangi.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/
https://www.stpeterpaul.school.nz/uniform/

