
Wednesday 29 October 2025

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome
A special welcome to our new students and families 
who have joined us since our last newsletter. 

Kōwhai welcomes Luca and Hannah who join their 
older siblings while Mayumi and her family join us 
for the very first time. We hope you’ve had a great 
start to school life.

Celebration of People and Culture Festival

After the great success of this celebration over 
the last two years, we are very pleased to offer a 
similar experience for our school community again 
this year. It will be held on Thursday 13 November, 
to coincide with the United Nations’ International 
Day of Tolerance. 

This special day affirms the appreciation and 
respect for the great diversity of our world’s culture, 
forms of expression and ways of being human. 

Thanks to generous support from members of our 
various ethnic groups, all students will experience 
three sessions of history, culture, arts, games and 
cuisine. 

We will be starting and ending the day in the 
Church, with opening and closing ceremonies 
where you are most welcome to join us and share 
in the fun.

Attendance

Just a reminder that you can monitor the 
attendance levels of your children in regards to 
the Government’s target for 80% of students to 
attend school more than 90% of the time as it can 
come as a surprise just how quickly the days of 
absence add up across a term and year. 

You can do this through the parent portal. Simply 
click on ‘Report an Absence’ and in the top left 
hand corner you will see the percentage of time 
your child has been absent from school for the 
year to date.  

As in the mid-year report, this attendance and 
punctuality information will be included in the end 
of year report which will come home with your 
child on Monday 8 December.

Navigating AI in Catholic Schools

Next Tuesday, during our staff meeting, we will be 
watching the closing key note session delivered 
by Dr Simon Breakspear at the recent Australian 
Catholic Education Conference. 

Artificial intelligence is evolving at breathtaking 
speed. In just a few years, generative AI has 
shifted from curiosity to an everyday tool, raising 
pressing questions for educators: How can 
we navigate the fast-paced evolution of AI to 
enhance learning and human development?

This keynote goes beyond ‘what is AI?’ and 
focuses on the decisive calls educators must 
make about if, when, and how AI belongs in 
learning. Drawing on cognitive science, the 
science of human development, and emerging 
education trends, it offers practical wisdom 
for adopting AI carefully and with confidence. 
Schools cannot predict the future, but they 
can equip young people to flourish within it by 
prioritising practices that have endured and 
served learners best over time.

The future is uncertain, yet the path is clear: 
schools must strengthen their timeless 
humanising role. As technology accelerates, 
they must be more human than ever, 

ACEC Simon Breakspear Closing Keynote (Aug 
2025). Cairns Australia. AI in Catholic Schools

Depth & Complexity 

Building on our parent information session from 
last term, a link has been added to our school 
website that provides information about our Depth 
and Complexity thinking-based differentiation 
tool. 

In this section, you will also find suggestions 
for promoting your child’s use of the Depth and 
Complexity tools in their thinking. 

Here is the link to access it on our school’s website: 
Depth and Complexity

Kay Tester
Principal
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

Ākau Tangi Sports - Session 2

This past week, Rātā were able to experience 
more great sports at the Ākau Tangi Sports 
Centre. 

The instructors were very impressed by our 
student’s willingness to participate in some 
familiar sports like volleyball and brand new 
sports such as Gagaball and floorball. This 
was another great day for all involved and 
we are very excited to have another session. 

Author’s Visit 

Last week, Pōhutukawa students were fortunate to have a visit from Steve Mushin, an award-winning 
industrial designer, illustrator, and science storyteller. His writing uses humour to explore interactions 
between human-made machines and natural ecosystems. 

PE

At Ss Peter and Paul School, not only do we enrich our minds, but our physical bodies too! 

For our Physical Education sessions this term, Kōwhai is doing PE circuits. A circuit is a series of activities 
which our tamariki engage in one after the other. Here is a list of our stations this year:

Underarm throwing: The children learn the proper stance and control when doing an underarm throw. 
This involves underarm-throwing a beanbag to land it in a hoop. This helps develop coordination and the 
ability to judge distance and strength. 

SPORTS NEWS

Friday 31 October

Individual & sibling photos 
Kōwhai Area Liturgy, 9am, Rms 2 & 3

Monday 3 November

Nikau Area Liturgy, 9.15am, Rms 7 & 8

Pōhutukawa and Rātā Area Liturgy, 
11am, in the Church

Thursday 13 November

School Cultural Day Celebration

Tuesday 2 December

End of year school Mass, 9.15am all 
whānau welcome

Monday 15 December

Last day of Term 4, school closes at 
12.30pm

Events

Athletics
Our school event went off successfully and we have a team of Year 4-6 students all set for the Zone event 
tomorrow, Thursday 30 October.

The team comprises: Leo, Roman, Brooke, Evelyn, Ava, Gus, Isabel, Zayla T, Mia, Cyriac, Boston, Kaia, Felipe, 
Ronan, Izzy, Lucy, Gabby, Jack, Abby, Hudson, Indy, Apaula, Johnny, Milan, Nia, Siena, Frankie, Kloie, Night, 
Jax, Avalia, Maaz, Hejal, Evana, Hine, Adam, Jaxon, Arlo and Withnye.

Year 7/8 qualifiers go straight to Interzone on Tuesday 11 November.

The successful athletes are: Sara, Gabrielle, Ellie, Ceylon, Iylah, Charlee, Kaylee, Harleigh, Izzy, Ameya, 
LeAniva, Charlotte, Chanelle and Sophia G. 

We are still to finalise our Shotput entries.

Touch and Netball
Touch starts this Friday 31 October for Yrs 0-6 at Hutt Park and next Thursday 6 November for Yrs 7/8.

Netball teams are also set to begin on Saturday 1 November.

Aurea Casino 
Director of Religious Studies

Mission Month
Thank you all for supporting Mission Month. 
We have collected $584.50 
The Mission Month collection supports the global 
work of the Church in spreading the Gospel, 
especially in poor and vulnerable communities. 
The funds go toward helping missionaries provide 

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

Reporting an absence 
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if 
your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any 
unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and truant. 

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. 

Thank you for your assistance.

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where your 
child is, in case of an emergency. 

Curriculum Donations 
We want to express our gratitude to everyone who has already contributed to our curriculum donation this year. This 
donation will cover all of our trips and activities, both within and outside the classroom. Our school does not receive 
funding from the Ministry for these extra-curricular activities; instead, we rely on donations from parents.

Thank you very much for considering this.

Absences
Please remember to inform the office if your child will be absent from school. 

We are still encountering many parents who do not notify us, and this creates a significant amount of administrative work 
in following up with everyone. 

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sacramental Programme 2025/2026
The next preparation session will take place this Sunday, 2 November, during the 
9am Mass. A practice run will follow after the Mass. 
This session is an important part of the preparation for Confirmation Day, which will 
be celebrated by Archbishop Paul Martin on Sunday 16 November during the 2pm 
Mass.
For any queries, please contact Kathryn Van Woerkom at
participation@teawakairangi.nz or call 04 566 3088.

Celebrating Parihaka – A Message of Peace and Unity
On November 5th, we celebrate Parihaka Day — a time to 
remember peace, unity, and the strength of standing together. 
Instead of celebrating Guy Fawkes, we honour Parihaka, a place in 
Taranaki with deep connections to our mana whenua, Te Ātiawa.

KURA AHUREA

Regulation School Uniform - Term 4
A reminder that sun hats are compulsory in Term 4. Slouch hat (Yrs 1-4) $12, bucket hat (Yrs 1-8) $12 and cap (Yrs 5-8) $10. 
These can be purchased from the school office or from the uniform shop (on Wednesday afternoons). 

As we switch into summer uniform, girls have the option of wearing the summer dress. 

We have noticed that long white socks, black leggings and coloured hair accessories have started to creep in. A reminder 
that these are not part of our school uniform. Please refer to the uniform regulation brochure on our school website.

Borrowed Uniform
If your child has borrowed uniform from the office, please ensure that it is washed and returned. 

Our stock is now extremely low and we may not be able to lend out any more uniform. Extra underwear in your child’s 
school bag if needed, would also be most helpful.

All Saints’ Day Area Liturgies
Our school will celebrate All Saints’ Day with liturgies in each area, led by our students. 
You are all welcome to join us.
Kōwhai - Friday 31 October, in Rooms 2 and 3 at 9am
Nikau - Monday 3 November, in Rooms 7 and 8 at 9.15am
Pōhutukawa and Rātā - Monday 3 November, in the Church at 11am.

“At Ākua Tangi I learnt new sports - pickleball and volleyball. They were fun and they were easy to understand 
quickly. Ākua Tangi has taught me sports that I like that I would never have thought of playing. The instructors 
made it easy to follow along and learn new skills.” Madison

“At Ākua Tangi l learned how to play many different sports, such as floorball and gymnastics - two sports l 
never thought I would play . In floorball she taught us how to control the ball and stick by practicing drills. 
After the drills we played a real floorball game which l really enjoyed because l’ve never played anything like 
that before.” Gabrielle

essential services like education, healthcare, and pastoral care. It also supports the building of churches, training of local 
clergy, and development projects that empower local communities. 
By giving, we join in the Church’s mission to share God’s love and bring hope to those in need around the world.

STEM 

Some of our Nikau students have been continuing their exploration of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. 

The children were tasked with designing and creating a marble maze. The marble maze needed to have 
pathways, a challenge of turns, dead ends, an entry and exit point.

The STEM concepts the children were exploring was physics of; 

- force and motion: The marble maze demonstrates how an object is acted upon by an unbalanced force, 
it will accelerate, decelerate, or change direction.

- potential and kinetic energy: When the board is tilted, the marble gains potential energy, which converts 
to kinetic energy (energy of motion) as it rolls down. 

- engineering design: Planning, building, and testing maze designs. 

Hurdles: This is where our tamariki run and jump over a series of barriers (hurdles), ensuring that they 
maintain their speed. This helps with flexibility, coordination and balance.

Sack race: Aside from it being very enjoyable, sack racing is a great form of aerobic exercise. It is a great 
way to hone their gross motor skills.

Relays: This can be considered a team sport where the participants run in succession. This promotes 
teamwork and can be a fun experience for most as they do their part to finish the race.

Balancing Beanbags: The children are expected to walk in a straight 
line and maintain their posture as they try to keep the beanbag on 
their heads and hands from falling. Improving balance, core strength, 
hand-eye coordination and spatial awareness are just some of the 
advantages of this exercise.

Vortex:  The children learn how to hold the Vortex, place their feet, 
transfer their weight and follow-through with their aim.  This uses 
the same techniques as throwing a javelin. It improves throwing 
strength.

Quoits:  It is a traditional lawn game where players toss rope rings 
called ‘quoits’ to land over or near a wooden peg, which is called 
a ‘hob’ or ‘mott’. This helps in developing hand-eye coordination, 
balance and accuracy. 

What do some of our tamariki in Room 3A have to say about our PE Circuit?  

“I like throwing the beanbag in the hoop. I like that one.” Eren

“All of them make me stronger.” Rei

“I like the running (relays) because I won all of the races.” Hendrix

“I like all of them because the other classes said, “good job, Room 3A!”” Riva

“The running was good because it made me go faster.” Jordan

“I like your one (underarm throwing) because it was fun!” Ishaela

“I like all of them because they are fun and they make us strong.” Evie

Steve shared his latest book with the children, Ultra Wild: An 
Audacious Plan to Rewild Every City on Earth. 

The book is an illustrated science and design thought experiment 
about tackling climate change. 

After sharing his book, Steve conducted an art session with the 
children. He guided them through a creative thinking workshop in 
which the kids illustrated their interpretation of an extremely wild 
city environment. 

It was wonderful to observe the children so involved in this imaginative 
thinking activity.

Constructing the maze was really fun! We had to work 
together to design it and make sure everyone’s ideas were 
included. As a group, we created and tested two different 
designs before voting on the one we liked best. 

We used popsicle sticks to build the walls and paper towel 
tubes to hide some of the dead ends. Once we finished, we 
tested our maze and were excited to see that it worked! 

It was awesome to see both potential and kinetic energy 
in action, which made the maze even more interesting and 
challenging. 

By Max

The people of Parihaka, led by Te Whiti o Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi, responded to injustice with peaceful 
resistance and acts of kindness. Their message of manaakitanga (caring for others), kotahitanga (unity), and 
rangimārie (peace) beautifully connects with our Catholic teachings about living out Jesus’ message of love, 
peace, and forgiveness. 
Just as Jesus taught us to seek understanding and respond to others with compassion, the people of 
Parihaka showed how faith, courage, and forgiveness can overcome conflict.
A lovely way to celebrate Parihaka is by remembering and reflecting (poutama ako) on its story, sharing kai 
together (hākari) to strengthen connections, and having fun together (Ngā tātarakihi) as a community.
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