
Thursday, 6 June 2024

Kia ora Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome
Although we don’t have any new students and 
families to welcome this newsletter, on Tuesday 
I enjoyed being part of the welcome pōwhiri for 
Katrina Kerr-Bell, the new principal of Sacred Heart 
College. We have a very strong relationship with 
the College and very much look forward to that 
continuing.

Health & well-being 

At our recent Board meeting we discussed our 
Term 1 Attendance Report supplied by the Ministry 
of Education. Points to note from the report include:

•	 78% of our students attended school regularly 
in Term 1 (compared to 68% in Term 1, 2023). 
This is a very positive improvement.

•	 The main reasons given for absence were (M) 
Illness/medical absence 56% and (G) holiday 
24%. Including the school holidays when 
travelling overseas for an extended period of 
time helps to reduce the time away from school 
and this is happening more.

•	 A further 15% of absences were coded as 
(E) Accepted but unjustified. This is when an 
explanation has been given by a parent but it 
doesn’t qualify as a justified reason to keep a 
child off school. Examples of this are when a 
child is kept at home because a sibling is sick, 
or because it’s their birthday or they are tired 
after a busy weekend. 

•	 71% of our students were on time to class last 
term. It would be fantastic if we can see an 
improvement here. 

There are increased expectations on schools 
to provide accurate, timely data on student 
attendance and to respond promptly to any 
concerns. We appreciate all your wonderful efforts 
to support us to be a school community that does 
everything to make sure students are at school 
and are participating and progressing in their 
education.

Learning conferences

Our teachers are looking forward to catching up 
with you again on Thursday 20 June or Tuesday 
2 July to discuss and share your child’s learning 
journey at this mid-point of the year. 

The on-line booking system will open at 9am this 
coming Monday morning and will remain so until 
4pm Monday 17 June. Teresa will send the link out 
to everyone prior to opening the booking system.

Should you miss the cut-off, you are still most 
welcome to ring the office and one will be 
organised for you from any remaining time slots. 

For our separated parents, we would appreciate 
you working together to make a booking, so that 
teachers have only one learning conference for 
each of their students. We do understand there 
can be exceptional circumstances where this 
is not feasible and can certainly accommodate 
these situations. 

Interim progress report

At the learning conferences you will receive a 
written report that will include:

•	 a summary statement of where your child 
is achieving in relation to curriculum level 
expectations for reading, writing and 
mathematics

•	 a summary of the learning that has been shared 
during the term and at the learning conference

•	 an RE comment

•	 a statement, written partly or completely 
by students, depending on their year level. 
Students have been encouraged to reflect on 
themselves as a learner and young person; to 
identify their strengths and areas they want to 
develop more. They have been encouraged 
to think about challenges they may have faced 
and what they want to focus on as well as 
highlight successes throughout the term.

We would love to see a 100% turnout for our 
Learning Conferences and hope you are able to 
give this a high priority.  Your children will be very 
excited to share their learning with you. There 
is so much happening at school at the moment 
and today’s newsletter highlights this. I hope you 
enjoy the read.

Kay Tester
Principal
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SPECIAL CHARACTER

First Holy Communion

Congratulations in advance to those students who are doing their First 
Communion this coming Sunday.  

Please keep these students, and those who have prepared them on their 
journey, in your prayers this weekend.

Kia ora koe, kia manaakitia ai koe e te Atua
Janine O’Styke

Director of Religious Studies

Blake NZ-VR!

Last week our students had the opportunity to experience the world below the waves from the comfort 
of room 17. Blake NZ-VR took the students on a tour of the marine reserves surrounding Aotearoa. 
Here is what our students had to say:

“The VR experience was an informative way to learn all about marine sea life. We got to see many different 
creatures ranging from seals on land to large blue whales. We encountered how they live and how they move 
around in their environment. It’s a fun and useful way to learn about under the sea!” Charli and Carlie

Dance

Last week we started dancing with Mark. 

We have been learning different dance moves and practising everyday. Nikau students (along with Kōwhai 
and Pōhutukawa students) are looking forward to sharing our dances with whānau this Friday.

Friday performance times if the weather is fine:

1:10pm on Astroturf - Rooms 9 & 11

2pm on Astroturf - Rooms 8 & 10

Friday performance times if the weather is wet:

10:50 am in Rātā block - Rooms 9 & 11

11:25 am in Rātā block - Rooms 8 & 10

Hutt Science STEMM Student Challenge

This year we entered two Year 6 teams in the Hutt Science STEMM 
Challenge. 

The children did a great job of representing our school at this event. 
They had a wonderful time participating in the different quizzes and 
thinking creatively to solve the practical challenges. 

Congratulations to both teams for their excellent teamwork. 

Out of the 49 schools in the challenge one of our teams came second 
with the other team placed fourth. Well done and a big thank you to the 
parents who accompanied and supported them at this event.

Fire Safety

A fireman came to visit Kōwhai and the children were very excited. They were able to share what they 
had learnt in class and were interested in learning more about fire safety from Fireman Paris. 

The children were amazed by the speed at which a fire could spread and how important smoke alarms 
are. They practised how to - get down, get low, get out fast AND STAY OUT! 

Fireman Paris will be bringing his fire engine to school soon for the children to explore!

SPORTS NEWS
Cross Country
Well done to all our runners who attended the Zone event last Tuesday. 
Congratulations to those who finished in the top three:
Year 4 girls - Siena 3rd
Year 4 boys - Felipe 3rd
Year 5 girls - Frankie 3rd
Year 6 boys - Noah 1st
These runners, plus Gabby, Lucy, Johnny, Night, Sara, Sophie, Chanelle, Max and Billy also qualified for the Interzone.
They will be joined by our Year 7/8 runners Emily, Nadia, Vethmi, Sophie, Kayla, Iylah, Izaleah and Amelia.
Thanks to Nadia, Emily, Vethmi and Leena for volunteering to help out at the Zone event as marshalls as well as to those parents and other 
family members who were able to attend and support the runners.

PTA News

KURA AHUREA
Ngā kupu/kīanga to practise at home. Kōrerohia simple kōrero with your whānau. 

Tuesday 11 June

PTA meeting and AGM, 7pm

Friday 14 June

PTA non-uniform day

Wednesday 19 June

PTA pizza day

Thursday 20 June

Learning conferences, from 3.15pm

Thursday 27 June

Feast Day Mass, all whānau welcome

Friday 28 June

Matariki, School closed

Tuesday 2 July

Learning conferences, from 3.15pm

Friday 5 July

Last day of Term 2

Monday 22 July

Term 3 starts, 8.50am

Events

REMINDERS AND UPDATES
IMPORTANT

Reporting an absence 
It is a requirement from the Ministry that you inform the school if 
your child is going to be absent.

Please report all absences before 9am via the below options: 

1.	 Through the school website. 

2.	 Call the absence line 04 569 5759 option 1. 

3.	 Email absences@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Please ensure you leave a reason for your child’s absence. Any 
unexplained absences will be coded as unjustified and truant. 

School Parent Portal
For families who are new to our school, the Parent Portal provides you with quick access to:

•	your child’s contact details – click on ‘My Child’.  Check contact details. Please advise the school office if there are any changes 
to be made.

•	view your child’s account (under accounts, download the statement to view your current balance)

•	school policies & procedures (under contacts)

•	view your child’s attendance for the year to date (click on ‘report an absence’ then scroll down to view)

•	be able to report an absence.

How to access this….

Please visit your app store for your phone, either Google Play or the Apple App Store and search for the app called          
@School Mobile or to login via the internet go to https://www.atschool.co.nz

You will then be able to use the username and password that you have been emailed to log in and see information 
about your child. If you have not received your user id and password please email admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz to 
have your login details sent to you. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Teresa or Lisa in the 
school office. 

0800  565  565

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Sushi and Subway delivered to school weekly

It’s simple; all you need to do is register at
www.lunchonline.co.nz
and follow four easy steps to get started

1     Register an account

2     Add member/s including your childs name, school and classroom

3     Make a payment so you have funds in your account before you order

4     Select your lunch and place an order

Finance
A reminder when making payments to the school bank 
account, to put your child’s name and what the payment 
is for as reference. Thank you for your assistance.

“I have enjoyed learning new dance moves like The Griddy. I think Mark is super cool and is good at teaching 
dance.” Johnny

“Mark makes dance cool and fun so that kids who normally wouldn’t dance like it. I’ve enjoyed dancing in a buddy 
pair.” Jalayne

“Dance with Mark is really fun, and it is also funny. Mark can do some funny dance moves. I like the way Mark 
teaches us to make different shapes with our bodies.” Zayla

Uniform 
Incorrect socks are creeping in again. A reminder of what our regulation socks are:

School navy blue with green stripes or white ankle socks - no plain black or navy. Girls can also wear black tights.  
All students should now be in winter uniform - no summer dresses.

If you are unsure and have any uniform queries, please email uniform@stpeterpaul.school.nz

“When there is a fire, I will run out of the house. When there is a fire and I am outside, I am not going back into 
my house.” Ishmael

‘When I hear the fire alarm I need to get out and call 111. I will go to the safe meeting place.” Micah

“If I was in a fire I can get out of the house so that I am safe.” Samuel

“If there is a fire. I would crawl out of the room. If there was a window close to me, I would jump out of it. Then, 
go to my safe meeting place. Then my Mum and Dad would call 111.” Olive

Signing Out
Please ensure you sign your child out at the school 
office if they are leaving the school grounds during 
school hours. It is important that we know where 
your child is, in case of an emergency. 

“Our school had a VR  experience, it was about marine mammals. 
The Blake teachers told us about the origin of the company. 
Sir Peter Blake had sailed around the world five times! During 
the VR we saw seals, dolphins and whales. There were lots 
of fish and colourful coral reefs. We learned about things that 
harm the ocean and we saw how whales travel throughout 
the year. At the end we saw a stingray that kissed the camera 
but it actually bumped into the camera thinking it was another 
stingray.” Mila and Mia

You can explore some underwater videos from New 
Zealand Geographic. The link below takes you to some 
interactive videos: https://www.nzgeo.com/vr-video/

Waterpolo
A reminder that registration and full payment is due by Friday 14 June.
It is important to point out that we are limited to 8 players per team so if we have more than this but not enough for two teams (plus coaches 
for these teams) then we will have to drop some of our registrations.

Te Whiti Riser Walk

On Thursday 30 May, Rātā area went on a bush walk to Te Whiti Riser with Year 12 students from Sacred 
Heart College. During the walk we saw so many wonderful views; our experience was amazing. 

The top view was mind-blowing and we felt very accomplished. After the walk we participated in 
some life-skills activities with the Sacred Heart students. We enjoyed building a tent, learning how to 
read maps and roasting marshmallows over a gas fire. 

Overall it was good to learn some camping skills as well as walking up Te Whiti Riser .

By LeAniva and Katsi

Year 1-3 Fun Run

This term we have been developing our running stamina during fitness as we prepared for the Year 1 to 
3 Fun Run.  

We learnt that we needed to pace ourselves so that we could reach the end and that as we got closer 
to the end, we could speed up if we had enough energy!  

SAMOAN LANGUAGE WEEK
On Wednesday 29 May, our school celebrated Samoan Language Week with the the theme ‘Tautua i le alofa, 
manuia le lumana’i - Serve in love for a blessed future’. Our cultural leaders prepared a 40 minute activity for 
our akonga, focusing on Samoan history and the alphabet.

Talofa lava! We truly appreciate the Samoan Language Week celebration. Kōwhai and Nikau were singing the 
Samoan alphabet song and colouring in. Rātā and Pōhutukawa enjoyed the Kahoot, song and slide presentation. 
We were happy to see the children learn, work and have fun. 

Carter, Aldis, Thirdy, Norah, Matilda and Olivia

We were a little bit disappointed when we had to 
postpone our event because of the weather, but  
were excited that the forecast at the end of the week 
was better and we could participate in the event we 
had worked so hard to prepare for.

A huge thank you to Miss Tweedie for organising this 
event, to the older students for all their help, and to 
the family members who were able to join us and 
cheer us on.  

We particularly enjoyed your participation at the end!

“When I first started running I was nervous. Going through 
the first corner, I was in second place and I felt excited.  I 
was very happy when I won!” Jack 

“I was happy when I started running. Half way I felt tired. I didn’t stop, I slowed down so that I could keep 
running. I was excited to run under the parachute at the end.” Andreas 

“The Fun Run was kind of new for me. It was different from the other one I did. When we first started to run my 
sister was running with me. Then we ran beside the cones and we both got faster and faster until we both got 
tired. We slowed down a little bit because we wanted to finish. I felt sad at the end when we were outside the 
astroturf because my sister fell down. I helped my sister and then I finished the race. I was proud of myself.” 
Abigail 

Science

We have just come to the end of our unit of exploration into 
Planet Earth and Beyond. 

We have integrated this learning across the curriculum including 
our literacy learning by reading and writing non-fiction texts, 
doing fun experiments, and completing a range of different 
artworks.

“I liked it when we drew galaxies because it was different to normal 
art” Maryann

“We made craters in the moon sand using magnets, then we used 
magnifying glasses to get a close up on the craters.” Ryan

“The posters on the wall teach me about Space and my poster was 
about the Milky Way. I learnt that the Milky Way has 200 billion stars.” 
Evan

PTA Annual General Meeting

The PTA Annual General Meeting is coming up! Tuesday 11 June, 7pm at Ss Peter and Paul School staff room

An opportunity for parents to come and join our group to hear what is on the horizon with new projects, fundraising and meet some 
other parents. Would be great to see you there, everyone is welcome!

Pizza Day and Non-uniform Day

Bring a gold coin on Friday 14 June for non-uniform day and order your pizza here by Monday 17 June (for classroom delivery on 
Wednesday 19 June). 

“My favourite part was the practical challenge called ‘Wheels on the Bus’ where you had to make a bus out of 
cardboard, a pin, string, blue tack and a toothpick.” Lucas

“I enjoyed the part when we had to add fully functioning wheels on a bus. I really like it when we all work together 
as a group.” Prince

“It was a fun experience for me even though it was a bit challenging.” Jiya

“I like STEMM because it helps me to see things in a different way.” Emme

“I learnt so many new things about technology and science.” Paul

“I liked the atmosphere of the STEMM challenge and how we got to work together to answer quizzes and learn 
new things.” Ciara

“At the start I was very excited but at the end when they said we came 2nd I thought it was a dream, it was very 
unexpected.” Macally

Blake NZ-VR

Pōhutukawa students were able to dive into the depths of 
the ocean around New Zealand and explore the wonderful 
marine life there through the use of virtual reality technology. 

It was a great opportunity for them to learn about the 
importance of protecting our marine species and their 
habitat. 

This links to our science focus on learning about marine 
mammals specific to New Zealand’s coastal waters. 

“It was awesome to see the sea creatures so close and even 
see the details on their bodies.” Billy

“I realised that marine mammals are really important to the 
ocean.” Riddhi

“I learnt that it is really important  to not put rubbish into our 
marine environment.” Katie

“I learnt that most marine mammals are endangered.” Lincoln

“I enjoyed watching all the animals move around. I learnt 
that some marine mammals stay in groups.” George 

“I liked feeling like I was actually in the sea and looking 
at all the marine mammals. I learned the names of marine 
mammals.” Liyansa
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